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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1. The Problem 
Statement of the problem.-- The problem in this thesis 
is to examine the results of interaction among the social 
institutions of Buxton, Maine, and to relate these results 
to social studies teaching& 
1 
The interaction of institutions can best be illustrated 
from the point of view of the functions performed by the 
different social organizations. For example, the relation-
ship of industry to the school in modern society is a matter 
of the functions performed by industry and the functions the 
school uses in equipping youth fo r a livelihood in industry. 
In case the major industry is agrlculture, the family may 
educate the youth for his future vocation8 If, on the other 
hand, factory production is predominant, as is the case in 
modern urban life, the school rather than the family may 
take over the educational function of training for a career. 
Another example of interaction of institutions is in the case 
of intermarriage of persons of different religious faiths. 
The church may marry the couple and may have a great deal 
1. William F. Ogburn and Meyer F~ Nimkoff, Sociology 
(Second edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 
1950, p. 491. 
to say about whether or not there may be a divorce. The 
church and the family may share in the education of the 
children .. 
2 
The study of the five major social institutions of any 
particular commtunity definitely has implications for social 
studies teaching . Almost every local group has a similar 
1 
group on a universal scale. For example, the knowledge 
and skills of a local plu~ber are shared by other plumbers 
throughout the nation and world. By extending this example 
to include all factions or groups making up the five major 
social institutions a general principle may be formulated. 
This general principle would involve a go od unde r standing 
of the interaction of the five major social institutions on 
a local level. As a result of this understanding of the local 
level, trends of these institutions on a national or world-
wide scale might appear . Therefore , the study of a local 
community is worthwhile for social studies teaching. 
Importance of the study.-- The results of this study 
should help to add to or supplement available surveys of 
rural communities such as Buxton, Maine . 
2 . Definition of Terms 
Preliminary comments.-- For purposes of classifying 
the terms, some in this section have the word social 
1 . Edgar Br uce Wesley, Teaching Social Studies in High Schools, 
(Third edition), D. C. Heath and Company, Boston, 1950, 
pp. 403-405. 
3 
preceding them. However, in the remainder of this thesis 
these terms most undoubtedly will be referred to simply as 
change, control, mobility, structure, and institution. 
Accomodation.-- This term refers to the actual 
cooperation and working together of individuals or groups 
1 
in spite of hidden antagonisms. 
Assimilation.-- Assimilation is the process by which 
individuals or groups become identified in their interests 
2 
and outlook with other individuals or groups. 
Human ecology.-- This reference is to the relationships 
of human beings with their natural and artificial environment. 
Rural community.-· Today's conception of the rural 
4 
community is that of a community with many occupations 
besides agriculture. It is composed of people who live in 
the country, farmers with automobiles, recreation in the city, 
and other similar cultural aspects and traits are all a part 
of the modern rural community. 
3 
Social change.-- Social changes are the fluctuations 
which occur among the various functions of social i ns t itut i ons. 
1. Ibid . , p. l78. 
2. Ibid-, p. 185. 
3. William F. Ogburn and Meyer F • . Nimkoff, Sociology, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1940, p . 397. 
4. William E. Cole and Hugh Price Crowe, Recent Trends in 
Rural Planning, Prentice-Hall, New York, 1937, p. 1. 
4 
Social control.-- To guard against the absence, breakdown, 
or imperfect functioning of order, any society supplements it 
1 
with force in one form or another to insure orderly life. 
2 
Social mobility.-- Social mobility is a change in the 
social standing of a person or persons, either upward or 
downward on the social scale. 
Social structure.-- The form or make-up of a social 
3 
organization is its structure. Structure changes less 
frequently than the function of an organization. For example, 
a committee may have many functions yet in each case its 
structure remains the samee A committee might perform such 
functions as legislating, executing, or judging on a variety 
of matters, but its form or structure would remain the same. 
Social institution.-- The form of society that is organ-
ized to deal with the basic needs and wants of people chiefly 
through well-established techniques characterizes a social 
4 
institutiona 
The term institution will be used in this thesis when the 
five major social institutions of Buxton are referred to as the 
1. William Graham Sumner and Albert Galloway Keller, The 
Science of Society - (Vol. I), Yale University Press, New Haven, 
1927, p. 459. 
2. William F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Sociology (Second 
edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1950, p. 145. 
3. Ibid., p. 491. 
4. Emory s . Bogardus, Sociology, The Macmillan Company, New 
York, 1950, P• 478. 
5 
economic institution, religious institution, family insti-
tution, political institution, or educational institution of 
Buxton, Maine . For example, the component parts of the eco-
nomic system of Buxton make up the economic institution 
rather than the economic institutions of Buxton. 
The term institutions will be used in this thesis in all 
instances other than those described in the previous paragraph. 
3. The Five Major Institutions 
Nature of social organization .. -- The basic needs of a 
society may be classified as follows: (1) belief; (2) social 
order or social control; (3) physical maintenance; (4) sex; 
and (5) knowledge of the social heritagew Other functional 
needs exist, such as the needs for recreation and the 
1 
expansion of knowledge. 
2 
Social organizations are established because they can 
perform functions more effectively than could otherwise be 
donee This efficiency is gained by repetition~ cooperation, 
leadership, gregariousness, and prestige. 
The major institutions of the family, church, and govern-
ment have many functions and have existed for many thousands 
3 
of years in many different cultures. Other institutions may 
1. Robert K. Merton (ed.), Sociological Analysis, Harcourt, 
Brace , and Company , New York, 1949, pp. 513-514. 
2. Ibid . 3. Ibid. 
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not be so dispersed over time and areas, such as insurance 
corporati onse Social institutions, as a general rule, have 
more than one function. For example, the family has the 
functions of education, procreation, and production. 
Associations differ with the major institutions in 
1 
three ways: 
1. Associations have a shorter life span. 
2. They are not so dispersed over time and area. 
3~ They have one function or a very few. 
2 
Examples of associations are an athletic club , a s ecret 
fraternal organization, or a parent-teachers association. 
Associations can be broken down still further into subdivisions 
such as committees, social clubs, or individual businesses. 
These subdivisions have a shorter life, with less expansion, 
and more specialization than either institutions or 
associations. In addition, friendship gangs and cliques 
spring up t o take care of the neglected needs not met by 
forraal organizations as institutions and associations. 
The religious institution.-- Primitive man believed in 
3 
a supreme being. The type of belief might have taken the 
f orm of spirits, appearing as images of fairies, heroes, 
l. Ibid. 
2. Ibid. 
3. William F~ Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Sociology, Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, 1940, p. 670. 
tricks ters, animals, or parents. With the passing of time 
and cultures, and the resulting variations in the state of 
knowledge, the forms of belief have been changed. However, 
only the form of be lief is different, not the belief in a 
1 
supreme being itself. 
2 
Early Christianity took on t he form of a sect. The 
sect is characterized by loyalty to the group in a common 
cause and the absence of mingling with other groups. The 
sect is transformed into a denomination when members of the 
3 
sect begin to intermingle with other groups. 
The organization of religion in this country has now 
4 
7 
taken on a denominational characte r . Today religious groups 
are only one aspect of organized socia l life. For instance, 
a man may be a Methodist, a Lion, a Mason, and a member of an 
athletic club. No problem arises as long as the groups are 
consistent with one another in cutoms, beliefs, and mores. 
However, if difference s in group standards arise, a conflict 
of loyalties within the individual becomes apparent . 
The religious organization of Buxton, Maine consists of 
1. Ibid., p. 681. 
2. William F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Sociology (Second 
edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, l950, p. 454. 
3 . Robert L. Sutherland and Julian L. Woodward, Introductory 
Sociology (Third edition), J. P. Lippincott Company, 
New York, 1948, p 538. 
4.. Ibid. 
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the following: 
1. Three Baptist churches at West Buxton, Bar Mills, 
and Buxton Center 
2. Two Congregational churches at Buxton Lower Corner 
in Bar Mills and Grovevi l le 
3. One Methodist church at Chicopee 
4. One Universalist church at Scarboro Corner in South 
Buxton. 
The absence of a Catholic church and a Jewish synagogue 
is evident from the above paragraph. The predominance of 
Anglo-Saxon stock, being mostly Protestant , among the present 
population of Buxton probably explains the presence of only 
Protestant denominations in the town. Any Catholics or Jews 
living in Buxton have to commute to church in Gorham, 
Westbrook, Saco, or Portland. 
The great majority of church members of the Protestant 
denomination in Buxton are also members of the Grange, the 
Masons, the Odd Fellows, and so forth. Therefore, Buxton's 
Protestant religious groups are not different from the 
generalized description of religious groups given in a 
1 
previous paragraph. 
The polit i cal institutionQ-- The function of the political 
organization is to produce and maintain order in and among 
1. Supr~, p. 7. 
9 
1 
groups. 
The principal agency of government in a New England town 
is the town meetinge The powers possessed by this assembly 
are executed directly by it or through the agency of officials 
2 
or committees. 
At the most, the town meeting is apt to be in session 
only one or two days a year. The task of making provision 
for the day-to-day enforcement of the by-laws which the 
assembly adopts and the carrying on of the activities of the 
town necessitates the appointment or election of officials, 
3 
boards, and committees. 
The most important officials in any New England town are 
the selectmen. They do not have the authority to make by-laws, 
levy taxes, or appropriate money; these things can only be 
acted upon at the town meeting. Nor do they wield any 
centralized control over other town officials. ~Vi thin their 
limits, however, the selectmen are found granting licenses, 
laying out highways , caring for town property, awarding 
contracts, and in towns where no separate boards exist for 
such purposes, acting as overseers of the poor and as the town 
1. Joyce 0. Hertzler, Social Institutions, McGraw-Hill Book 
Company, New York, 1929, pp. 52-54. 
2. Frederic A. Ogg and P. Orman Ray, Introduction to American 
Government (Ninth edition) , Appleton-Centtwy-Crofts, New York, 
1948, p .. 1082 . 
3. Ibid., 
1 
board of health. 
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The other town officials of a typical New England town 
may be classified as follows:: ( 1) town clerk; (2) treasurer; 
(3) sometimes an auditor; (4) constable; (5) health officials; 
2 
and (6) others. 
The principal machinery of government in Buxton is the 
town meeting which meets every year on the first Monday in 
March. Sometimes a special town meeting is called if the 
business can not be taken care of by the regular meeting, or 
if business is to be acted upon quickly for various reasons. 
The will of the assembly as expressed by its voting is carried 
out by boards, officials, and committees which are elected or 
appointed. Buxton's town meeting functions in the same 
3 
manner as the meeting of a typical New England town. The 
selectmen of Buxton give much time to the town. The most 
time-consuming job done by the selectmen is making out the 
town report. Another important job is looking after charity 
cases. Caring for town property , awarding contracts, laying 
out highways, and supervising expenditures appropriated by the 
town meeting are other selectmen's duties. The above 
description of the duties of the three Buxton selectmen 
stresses the similarities of thes e duties with the functions 
1. Ibid., p. 1084. 
2. Ibid. 3. Supra, pp. 8-9 
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1 
of selectmen cited in the generalized description. 
The dissimilarities betwe en the duties of the B~~ton 
selectmen and those of the generalized description of se-
lectmen's jobs are granting licenses and acting as the town 
board of health. Buxton's other officials grant licenses, 
and the hea l th officer handles all health duties. Buxton 
has all the other town officials described in the generalized 
2 
description except the auditor . 
The economic institution. - - As indicated above, the 
survival of society depends upon. meeting the need for physical 
maintenance. Society has attempted to solve this problem 
through invention and the cooperation of groups. Establishing 
means of production, controlling production, and finding ways 
of dividing the produced goods amon g the consumers have also 
been necessary. Another essential item in solving the 
problem has been t o figure out what is worth producing and 
what standards of behavior are necessary in the consumpt i on 
of goods. Therefore, society must have an economic system in 
which standard principles , ideas , techniques, and many organ-
3 
izational forms are vital . 
The organizational aspects of an economic order take on 
1. Supra, P ~ 9. 
2. Supra, p. 9 . 
3. William F . Ogburn (ed . ), An Introduction to Sociology and 
Social Problems , Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1925, p . 224 . 
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1 
various institution~l forms such as the following: (l) shops; 
(2) offices~ ; (3) all types of farms; (4) stores; (5) factories; 
(6) banks; (7} labor unions; (8) all forms of transportation; 
and many others .. 
Stores, shops , service stations, all forms of offices, 
and various types of farms are definite elements of Buxton's 
economic organization. The Casco Bank & Trust Company in 
West Buxton serves the monetary needs of Buxton. The Bar 
Mills and West Buxton post offices and the Saco River Tele-
phone & Telegraph Company provide Buxton with its communication 
facilitiese The Rogers Fiber Mill and four Central Maine 
Power plants are the indust r ial entities of Buxton. A local 
American Federation of Labor union is organized at the Rogers 
Fiber. The Sanford & Eastern Railroad and one local trucking 
company and two outside firms transport industrial raw materials 
and finished products. 
A.s indicated above , the similarities of the economic 
institution greatly outnumber t he dissimilarities. The only 
dissimiliarity is the lack of adequate bus and trucking 
accommodations. 
The educational institution.-- The analysis of society 
2 
indicates that man is capable of being educated.. His mind 
1 . William F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Sociology (Second 
edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1950, p. 362. 
2. William F. Ogburn (ed.), op. cit., p. 334. 
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is creative and easily changed with varying influences. An 
opinion is often expressed that human nature can not be 
changed. This is not true. Human nature is itself an out-
growth of changing conditions of life and changes as the 
circumstances change .. Not taking into account individual 
differences , about the same inborn tendencies and capacities 
are the basis for the most divergent cultures. 
In discussing the educative function of the school 
l 
Hertzler says: 
"The foremost educational device is the school. 
Its purpose is formal and systematic instruction of all 
the youth as distinct from the well-intentioned but 
partial, spasmodic, and often irresponsible instruction 
received in the family, and the informal a.nd haphazard 
education by mere social contact5 It is the special 
educational agency for carrying on the above - mentioned 
necessary tasks, and with its trained personnel; its 
special principles and methods , and its special plant 
and equipment, does it more efficiently and economical ly 
than any other educational device .. " 
The school has constantly tried to train youth for the 
2 
social environment. Some of these recent developments may 
be classified as follows: 
18 Arranging the study process around pleasing stimuli 
2. Attempting to educate the whole child 
3. Developing vocational education to train for a 
livelihood and to train for personality development. 
1. Op. cit., pp. 60-61. 
2. Emory s. Bogardus, Sociology, The Macmillan Company, New 
York, 1950, pp. 258-260. 
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Society, as it should, expresses great concern about the 
way the schools are managed. However, many times the same 
society will ignore the educative influence of other social 
forcese Therefore, in addition to the school, the educational 
institution includes the analysis of the influence of home 
conditions, newspapers, movies, radio, television, Boy Scouts, 
American Legion, Grange, and other active forces which support 
1 
the objectives of the school. 
The formal school system of' Buxton includes three ele-
mentary schools and the Samuel D. Hanson High School. The 
Salmon Falls School is a typical rural elementary school with 
14 pupils and one teacher. The Bar Mills Grammar School is 
a wooden structure housing 136 pupils and four teachers. The 
new consolidated elementary schools, built in 1952 at a cost 
2 
of $65 ,000, effected the closing of four rural schools. 
The high school has a faculty of five who teach subjects in 
3 
the general, commercial, college, and agricultural courses. 
The school system and the educative influence of the 
social forces of Buxton tend to favor points two and three 
1. Robert L. Sutherland and Julian L. Woodward, op~ cit., 
p. 518 .. 
2. Statement by Superintendent of Schools Melville Johnson, 
personal letter. 
3. Statement by Principal James Stonier, personal letter. 
4 
4. William F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoff, Sociology, (Second 
edition), Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1950, p. 485. 
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of recent developments in training youth for the social en-
vironment. Extracurricular activitie s are an integral part 
of the educ.a tion of the elementary as well as the h igh sch ool 
students of Buxton* For example, the Bar Mills Gr ammar School 
has produced plays, and in 1952 the new consolidated school 
put on a drama~ The high school has athletic teams in 
baseball and basketball, in addition to dramatics, which aid 
in personality development . The high school has a commercial 
and an agricultural course designed to train students f or 
1 
a livelihood as well as personality development. Buxt on 
organizations which help to contribute to the education of 
the whole child are the Grange, 4-H Club , Boy and Gir·l 
Scouts , Masons , Buxton-Hollis Service Club, American Legion, 
2 
and a f ew others a 
The sim~ilarities of the educational instituti on of 
Buxton with that in the generalized description were indicated 
above. The di s similarities are concer~ed with the points of 
arranging the study process around pleas ing stimuli and the 
analysis of the influence of home conditions, newspapers, 
movies, radio, and television upon the education of the child 
Although the teachers of Buxton probab ly try to arrange their 
subjects in a manner pleasing to the students, the teaching 
load makes this task very difficult. The wri ter believes the 
1. Statement by Principal James Stonier, personal letter. 
2 ~ Statement by lVIrs .. Melvin Black, personal interview. 
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home contributes to the education of Buxton youth. However, 
what criteria can accurately measure the influence of these 
social forces? For this reason, the writer placed the influence 
1 
of these social forces in the category of a dissimilarity ~ 
The family institution~ -- The family is primarily f ounded 
upon sex and parental functions, but the family in hum~n 
experience is always a social group; that is, it is governed 
2 
by cultural standards, customs, and bansa 
Before the factory system and the growth of cities , the 
3 
family was basically an economic institution. A wife was an 
e conomic asset because she was a good worker.. Today a wife 
may be an economic liability rather than an asset because she 
is not automatically a worker ~ Consequently, the economic 
reasons for marriage cease to be prominent. Children are 
also expensive; so with the aid of birth control methods, the 
family has a tendency to be smaller. With the large amount 
of transfer of the traditional functions to outside agencies 
and the diminishi ng size of the family, greater stress is 
placed upon the psychological values such as c ompanionship, 
affection, and emotional security. 
The family is more unstable than a generation or two ago . 
The ideal of a family mansion, persisting through generations 
1. Supra, p . 14. 
2 . William F. Ogburn and Meyer F . Nimkoff, op ~ cit., p . 485. 
3. Ibid. 
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as a home for the same kin, is passing rapidly. Families 
are moving around more than they previously did. More 
1 
temporary renting of homes or apartments is the rule today. 
The family is on the move today because of the shifting 
2 
conditions of labor demand. A good number of people who 
work are continually going in search of employment from one 
locality to another, having no place of which they are a part. 
The result is, first, the increasing fact that famil1es do not 
own their own homes and, second, the separations of fathers 
from their families~ The first is of' concern because of the 
loss to society of the results of the stimulus toward home 
ownership. In general, the family-owned house is one of the 
best socializing agents of any society. The second is a 
significant cause of divorce, desertion, and vice. 
The rising cost of living has had its influence upon the 
family. In many cases, the woman of the house finds it neces-
sary to hold remunerative employment in order to help pay the 
bills. However, the majority of women still find their time 
almost completely occupied with child- bearing and h.ouse-
3 
keeping responsibilities. 
1. Robert L. Sutherland and Julian L. Woodward, Introductory 
Sociology (Third edition), J. P. Lippincott Company, New York, 
1932, pp. 602-603. 
2. William F. Ogburn (ed.), op. cit., p. 188 . 
3. Robert L. Sutherland and Julian L. Woodward, op. cit., 
p . 608. 
18 
The family organization of Buxton in almost a ll respects 
follows the pattern of the generalized description of the 
family institution . The economic reasons for marrying have 
been replaced by psychological reasons such as companionship, 
love, and emotional security. The result of this trend has 
been the decreasing size of the family . The majority of the 
families of Buxton have not lived in the houses of their 
ancestors for a generation or two. Although the rising cost 
of living has forced some married women to work, most of 
the married women in Buxton remain in the home. The only 
variance f r om the pat t ern of the generalized description 
is the fact that a very small minority of working fathers 
1 
are separated fr om their famili e s because of their work. 
4. Summary 
Relation of social institutions t o social studies.--
Section one was concerned with the significance of interaction 
among Buxton, Maine social institutions and its implication 
to social studies teaching. Some example s of overlapping of 
institutional functions were described to demonstrate the 
interaction of social organizations. Every l ocal faction or 
group of an institution has its counterpart on the state, 
national, and international level. From this fact a general 
principle was evolved. The principle was concerned with a 
1 . Supra, p. 17. 
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thorough understanding of local institutional functions. 
With as complete a knowledge of local interaction of insti-
tutions as is humanly possible, the writer thought insights 
into universal social organization might be attainable. 
Because of the foregoing reasons and the unmistakable fact 
that social studies teaching involves the study of universal 
social organization, this thesis has value for the teaching 
of social studie s. 
Co1runon terms used in thesis.-- Section two consisted 
1 
of nine terms with their definitions and uses. 
Buxton's five social institutions.-- Section three 
dealt with the history of social organization stemming from 
man's basic needs of belief, social order or social control, 
physical maintenance , sex, and knowledge of the social 
heritage. Some brief observations concerning the five major 
2 
social i ns titutions of Buxton were noted. 
The religious institution of Buxton is overwhelmingly 
Protestant. The Catholics and Jews have to commute to 
worship into the neighboring cities of Gorham, Westbrook, 
3 
Saco, or Portland. 
The chief agency of the political institution in Buxton 
is the to~~ meeting which takes place every year on the first 
Monday in March unless a special session is called. The 
1. Supra, pp. ~-5. 
2. Supra, pp. 5-18. 3. Supra , pp. 7-8. 
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boards, officials, and committees, whether elected or 
appointed, can only carry out duties authori zed by the town 
meeting . The three selectmen of Buxton have the most duties 
to perform. The next officials of importance are a town 
clerk, a treasurer, and road commissioners . Other town 
officials include the health officer, school board, fire 
chief, tax collector, constables, sealer of weights and 
1 
measures, and others. 
The economic institution of Buxton includes stores, 
shops, service stations, 1 factory, 4 power plants, 2 post 
oi'fices, 1 labor union, 1 telephone company, 1 railroad, and 
1 local and 2 outside trucking companies. Buxton lacks good 
2 
bus and trucking facilities. 
Three elementary schools and the Samuel D. Hanson High 
School comprise Buxton's formal school system. The Grange, 
4-H Club, Boy and Girl Scouts, Masons, Buxton-Hollis Service 
3 
Club, and others round out the educative forces of Buxton. 
The family institution of Buxton, as in many communities, 
has changed considerably in the last 50 years . The people of · 
Buxton marr y for psychological reasons resulting in a decrease 
i n the size of the family. Families today do not live in 
their ancestors' houses as was the custom earlier in Buxton's 
history ~ More married women work than previously, but the 
1. Supra, pp. 8-10 . 
2. Supra, pp. 11-12. 3. Supr~, pp. 12-15. 
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majority stay at home. Only a few fathers are separated 
1 
from their homes and families because of their livelihood. 
1. Supra, pp. 16-18. 
CHAPTER II 
THE RURAL COMMUNITY OF BUXTON, MAINE 
1. The Geographical Area 
General location.-- Buxton, Maine is located 18 miles 
west of Portland and 14 miles northeast of Alfred in York 
County. The town has five villages situated near the Saco 
River about 15 miles from the mouth at Saco and Biddeford. 
1 
Buxton is approximately 50 square miles in area . 
Buxton is bounded by Standish on the north; by Gorham 
and Scarboro on the east; by Saco and the Saco River on the 
south; and by the Saco River, Hollis, and Dayton on the 
2 
west. 
Villages of Buxton.-- One hundred years ago the 
villages of Buxton were very prosperous. Grist mills, saw 
mills, woolen mills and other industries dependent upon water 
power thrived in a ll these little settlements in the tovn1 of 
3 
Buxton. Today, with the exception of Bar Mills and West 
Buxton, these former prosperous villages are mere names on 
1. Maine Automobile Association, Maine Register (1952-1953 
edition), Fred L. Tower Companies, Portland, 1953, p. 829. 
2. Statement by Mrs. Blanche Dean, personal interview. 
3. Committee on Publication, The One Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Town of Buxton, Maine, 
The Southworth Press, Portland, 1926 , p. 123. 
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the map of Buxton. 
Bar Mills, the largest village in the town, is located 
in the southwestern part. Bar Mills is one of the two 
business sections of the town. The business area of Bar 
Mills consists of the Rogers Fiber Mill, three stores, the 
fire station, the post office, and the office of the Saco 
River Telephone & Telegraph Company. 
Traveling around Buxton in an automobile from Bar Mills 
moving in a southerly direction, the writer went through the 
village of Salmon Falls and soon afterwards the village of 
Union Falls at the extreme southern tip of the town. Con-
tinuing in an easterly direction around the town, Scarboro 
Corner, Duck Pond, and Groveville were encountered in that 
order. Heading north , Chicopee or North Buxton loomed into 
sight. Westward towards West Buxton the author's automobile 
passed through Kimball's Corner and Bog Mill. 
West BQ~ton , like Bar Mills, has a business area. 
Within this area the author noted the post office, an office 
building, a. bank, two stores, the home office of the York 
Mutual Insurance Company of Maine, and the Central Maine 
Power station~ 
2. The Historical Background from 1675 to 1772 
The conditions of settlement.-- Buxton owes its origin 
and settlement to the Narragansett, or King Philip's War. 
The decisive fighting of this war took place in December 
24 
1675 around Bristol, Rhode Island between the Narragansett 
Indians and 1,000 soldiers from the United Colonies, con-
sisting of Massachusetts, Hartford, New Haven, and Plymouth. 
These soldiers were promised a grant of land in addition to 
1 
their pay . 
The soldiers had fulfilled their obligations and now 
s tar ted efforts to secure the promised land bounty. The 
business of granting land was delayed 58 years and the sol-
diers were nearly all deade The work of deciding to whom 
the bounty was entitled was a difficult matter because of the 
long delay. The soldiers, or relatives of the soldiers, put 
pressure to bear on the General Court of Massachusetts. 
Finally on April 26, 1733, this legislative body voted 840 
persons eligible for the bounty of land and chose a comnittee 
to survey and lay out unappropriated lands in the Commonwealth 
2 
of Massachusetts of which Maine was then a part. 
The General Court of Massachusetts in its April 1733 
grant specifically stated the following: (1) the grantees 
were to meet within 2 months for the purpose of organi-
zation; (2) sixty families were to settle within 7 years 
i n the to\vnship; (3) a meetinghouse was to be built; (4) a 
learned minister, for whose support a portion of l~~d was to 
1. Committee on Publication, The One Hundred and Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Incorporation of the Tovn1 of Buxton, ~mine, 
The Southworth Press, Portland, 1926, PP~ 98 -99. 
2. Ibid., p . 100 
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be reserved, was to be settled; and (5) a certain amount of 
1 
land was to be cleared within 7 years. 
Fulfilling the conditions of settlement.-- A meeting 
of the 840 grantees was held on the Boston Common, June 6, 
1733, and committees were chosen to make out lists of 
2 
persons and their assigned townships as was specified in the 
grant 2 months previously~ The township, Narragansett 
Number One, was assigned to Philemon Dane and 119 others and 
by February 22, 1734 this group became the legal proprietors 
3 
of the township. 
A tract for the township was laid out. Twenty-acre and 
sixty-acre lots were drawn; money was voted; bounties were 
offered; and every possible inducement was used to encourage 
the settlement. The land was cleared and houses built as 
4 
early as 1741-2 . 
In May 1742 some of the settlers petitioned to Governor 
Shirley of Massachusetts stating the grant had been neglectede 
In their petition the settlers complained about the lack of 
5 
a church, a school building, and fortifications. 
1. G. T. Ridlon, Sr., Saco Valley Settlements and Families, 
Historical, Biographical, Genealogical , Traditional, and 
Legendary, The Lakeside Press, Portland, 1895, p . 104. 
2 . Ibid~ 
3e Committee on Publication, op. cit ., pp . 100-101. 
4. G. T. Ridlon, Sr., OP e cit . , pp . 104-105 . 
5 . Committee on Publication, op . cit., p. 102. 
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The reason given by the negligent sett lers for not 
building a church, a school building, and fortifications was 
1 
the fear of a French war~ A meetinghouse for services was 
2 
ready sometime between October 1742 and April 1743. A fort 
3 
was built about December 1743. A schoolhouse was built in 
1791 . All three buildings mentioned were erected in Salmon 
Falls .. 
Prior to the time the fort at Salmon Falls was built 
the only protection from Indians was a fort called the Saco 
Block House just across the Saco River in Dayton. This fort 
was also used for a trading post with the Indians. This fact 
may be the reason the Indians were friendly in this vicinity. 
The records of Buxton show that the Indians came to trade, 
but these records also clearly show no evidence of any one's 
4 
being harmed .. 
In March 1744 France de clared war against England. The 
settlers, fearing the Indians and being poorly protected, 
left towna For a period of 5 years no white man lived in 
5 
Buxton .. 
In 1750 the permanent settlement of Buxton began and the 
fulfillment of the 1'733 grant became a reality. A few of the 
old settlers came back bringing new ones with them. In this 
1 .. Ibid .. , p. 10 .. 
2. Ibid . , p . 102. 3. Ibid ., p . 64 . 
4 . Ibid .. ' p. 102~ 5. Ibid., p. 103. 
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year the first minister was engaged to preach thereby ful-
filling the grant of the General Court of Massachusetts of 
1 
17 years previous~ 
The incorporation of the tovvn.-- The French and Indian 
War started between England and France in 1755. Unlike the 
1744-1749 war period, the settlers stayed in town. After the 
2 
fall of Quebec in 1759, the settlement increased rapidly. 
A petition of 16 of the settlers to have the plantation 
become a town was turned down by the General Court. Another 
effort was made in 1772 and, being successful, Buxton became 
3 
a to~~ as of this date. 
4 
The name Buxton was suggested by Paul Coffin after the 
5 
town of Buxton, England. Buxton is derived from •••• "buck-
stein or buck-stand--the place where the buck chased by the 
hounds came to bay. 11 
3. Economic Life 1750-1900 
The early farm economy.-- Each early farm produced 
practically everything which the farmer and his family needed 
to live on and carry on their work. Butchering and marketing 
support ed many of the early farmers of Buxton. These farmers 
1 .. Ibid., p. l04~ 
2. G. T. Ridlon, Sr., 
~cit ., p. 105. 
4 . G. T. Ridlon, Sr., 
op~ cit., p. 105. 
3. Committee on Publication, 
op. cit., pp. 107-108. 
5. Ibid. 
went to Portland weekly with their goods and many made a 
good living picking up veal, lamb, cattle, butter, eggs, 
1 
and produce. 
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The people of Buxton, like the residents of all newly 
settled towns, wore homemade clothing exclusively up to about 
1810. Likewise, unti l the first independent shoemaker, 
pe op l e s ' shoes were made in the home. The shoemakers, 
called crispins, went into the home and made the shoes there. 
In the autumn the farmers would kill a beef animal and have 
its hide tanned. Then the crispin would take the specifica t ions 
for the families' winter shoes and would stay with the 
families until the shoes were done. Each crispin would have 
2 
a certain small locality to work every fall. 
The early farmers of Buxton, especially in the winter, 
hauled lumber to a sawmill to help supplement their income. 
Generally only t he l arger trees were cut, being hauled to the 
mills on snow by oxen. This method of leaving the small 
trees provided for another crop of lumber. Many of the 
modern sawmill methods are in direct contrast to the methods 
3 
of the early Buxton farmers. 
Cooper shops added to the farmers' income from the forests. 
The farmers, vvith the aid of a foot power boring machine, saws, 
1. Committee on Publication, op _ cit., p. 119. 
2¥ Ibid., pp. 187, 191 . 
3. Ibid., pp. 116-117 . 
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cooper axes, drawknives, jointer s a nd compasses, a nd s eco nd 
quali ty white and pine boards from the nearby mills , made 
1 
heads for molasses hogsheads a nd other casks. 
The small craftsman.-- In t h e previous paragr aph the 
wri ter mentioned that some farmers, in addition t o f arming, 
made h eads for casks and barrels . Some of these farmer s set 
2 
up full - time cooper shops which employed several workers¥ 
Cooperage, including cask making , hoop making, and lumber, 
found the West Indies a good marlcet.. Mark P e Emery and Isaac 
Emery of Buxton Center and D~ Te Chase and A. L~ Hobson of 
3 
West Buxton carried on the cooperage business successfully & 
Boots and shoe shops, in which all the operations were 
done by hand with the exception of sewing machine operations, 
thrived in Buxton at one time . Joseph Davis, Nathanie l Came, 
4 
Enoch Davis, a nd others operated these shops. 
Sales work or the manufacture of clothing was probably 
at one time the most important business in Buxton and in much 
of rural Maine .. Quite a while before a ny mill for t he manu-
facture of woolen cloth for men 1 s wear, or any other wear, 
was erected in Buxton, a local spin..'ller and weaver was to b e 
found in almost every neighborhood . Samuel Hanson, who 
learned the trade of tailor from his father , gave the impetus 
1. Ibid . , p. 117. 
2. Ibid~ , p. 118~ 3. Ibid. 
4~ Ibid., pp . 118-119. 
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to the making of coats in Buxton~ The business started in · 
the Hanson home in Buxton Center, and in addition many other 
families were making coats for the Hansons. Rueben Murch,, 
Hanson's bookkeeper, once estimated he had over 1,200 names 
on the women's ledger. The coats were carried to the ad-
joining towns and sold there as well as in BQ~ton. Almon H. 
Cressey had a coat shop at Groveville in addition to Hanson's 
l 
business,. 
The coat business reached its peak between the years 
1865-1868 because of the influx of Civil War veterans who 
needed civilian clothing. Business continued good until 
cheap colored labor at Baltimore and the sweat shops of New 
York, Chicago, and other large centers left their economic 
2 
impact upon Buxton's coat industry. 
Buxton had various other hand trades besides those al-
ready mentioned. Under the heading, additional hand trades 
of Buxton, may be classified: (1) blacksmith trade; (2) 
wheelwright trade; (3) brickmaking trade; (4) stone masonry 
3 
trade; and (5) pottery trade~ 
Small shops run by water power.-- Prior to the coming 
of the hydroelectric plants to the Saco valley, economic con-
ditions pointed to good times because of the water power 
1. Ibid., pp. 120, 121, 122, 187 , 188. 
2. Ibid., p. 122. 
3. Ibid., pp. 120, 134. 
potential in the valley.. Electricity has now changed all 
that since many of the earlier water powered shops have 
1 
entirely disappeared. 
BtL~ton , along with Standish, Hollis, and Dayton, was 
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developed by water power. Probably the best account which 
can be found along this line is in The Water Powers of Maine, 
by Walter Wells, Superintendent of the Hydrographic Survey 
2 
of Maine. This survey report was printed in 1869. 
The information from Buxton and the neighboring tov•ms 
which went into the Wells report came from the selectmen. 
The selectmen's information was obtained from a survey made 
3 
by Daniel Dennett, a Buxton resident. Dennett 
of West Buxton as follows: 
reported 
"Within two miles are two l arge brickyards. The 
power is now partly improved by two woolen factories, 
two double sawmills , single and gang saws, capable of 
11,000,000 feet annual. There are besides four machines 
for box shooks, two shingle mills, several heading 
machines, one grist and one plaster mill." 
Salmon Falls had been a thriving little settlement prior 
to the building up of West Buxton. Approximately 100 years 
ago Salmon Falls had seven prosperous mills. Salmon Falls 
4 
today is merely a residential area. 
1. Ibid., p. 123. 
2. Ibid. 3. Walter Wells, The Water Powers 
of Maine, quoted in Committee 
on Publication, op. cit., p.l23. 
4. Statement by r~~s. Blanche Dean, personal interview. 
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1 
In Wells' book , The Water Powers of Maine , Dennett re-
ports about Bar Mills as follows: 
"There are eleven saws capable of sawing at least 
11 , 000,000 feet of lumber. In connection with the saw-
mills are severa l heading machines and machines for 
box shooks.. In addition to the foreg oing there are a 
grist mill and a plaster mill .. " 
I n addition to Bar Mills , Salmon Falls , and West Buxton, 
other villages had mills run by water power~ At Bog Mills 
two streams provided power for lath, grist , shingle, and 
furniture mills . Leavitt 1 s grist, stave, and shingle mill 
and Ward•s carriage shop were located on Little River in 
Groveville. At Duck Pond Perez Waterman had a mill. Before 
any mills were erected in B?-r Mi l ls or Vvest Buxton, a saw-
mill was situated near the mouth of Haines' Meadow Brook. A 
mill once stood on the road between Duck Pond and Groveville. 
4. Economic Life After 1900 
The woolen mill e.t West Buxton.-- The first woolen mill 
in West Buxton was built many years ago ~ This building was 
destroyed by fire in 1865 and remained idle until another 
3 
plant was built in 1881 on the same site .. 
The new mills was operated by John Berryman for a while 
and then remained idle until the Portland Electric Company 
1 .. Walter Wells, The Water Powers of :Maine , quoted in 
Committee on PublicationJ op. cit .. , p .. 123. 
2. Committee on Publication, op . c it .,~ P ~ 123~ 
3. Ibid ., p. 136 . 
2 
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1 
took over the entire water power of West Buxton in 1907. 
2 
In the year 1925 Illingsworth and Rowe were putting 
out men's wear in the electrically powered mill. Around 
1927 the Central Maine Power Company built a new power 
3 
station where the woolen mill stood . 
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1 
took over the entire water power of West Buxton in 1907. 
2 
In the year 1925 Illingsworth and Rowe were putting 
out men's wear in the electricaJly powered mill. Around 
1927 the Central Maine Power Company built a new power 
3 
station where the woolen mill stood. 
George G. Page Box Mill . -- In 1892 the George G. Page 
Box Mill was started in Bar Mills on the railroad line of 
4 
the Boston & Maine Railroad running through the village. 
This mill made dry box shook in all sizes, kinds, and 
shapes . In a good business year the company, employing 50 
or more, could cut up at least 3,000 , 000 feet of' lumber. 
Besides the above, the company in 1909 installed machinery 
to make corrugated paper boxes . At this time the mill was 
5 
the only corrugated box mill in the state of Maine. 
In 1925 the box branch of the company employed 12 people, 
6 7 
both male and female . The business is now out of existence. 
Carll Canning Company.-- The canning of golden bant am 
corn on the cob in Maine and the canning of cut golden 
1. Ibida 
2. Ibid~ 
3 .. Interview with Mr. Harold W. Yeaton, retired electrical 
engineer, Central Maine Power Company, April 1953. 
4. Committee on Publication, op. cit., p. 136. 
5. Ibid. 
6 . Ibid. 
7 . Statement by Mrs. Blanche Dean, personal interview. 
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bantam corn in ~mine started at the Carll Canning Company in 
Buxton in the year 1913. In 1916 the packing of cut corn 
was moved to the Gorham plant , and the packing of golden ban-
tam corn on the cob stayed in Buxton during the corn season 
1 
only. The Buxton corn shop closed up during the 1930's. 
Buxton Milling Company~ - - The company mill was built in 
1888 near the old Buxton railroad station by Elwin A. Soule 
and E. c. Carll . The mill was first operated by E. C. Carll 
& Company, and later by Soule Brothers, who also carried on 
a box and lumber business. The business near the old station 
has now closed and a store for the selling of grain and feed 
2 
in Bar Mills is the only business done at the present time. 
5. Relation t o Social Studies Teaching 
Land bounties.-- The veterans of the Nar ragansett War 
were promised land as a bonus which eventually resulted in 
the settling of Buxton. Since similar methods of satisfying 
veterans were done in American history up to the close of the 
Civil War , the Narragansett War bonus leading to the settle-
3 
ment of Buxton could be useful in ftJnerican history teaching . 
Majority of early Americans were farmers .-- Buxton's 
early settlers were no different from the rest of the country 
in that 90 per cent were self-sufficient farmers. The early 
1 . Committee on Publication, op. cit ., p. 137. 
3. Supra, p. 23. 
Buxton farmers butchered their animals and picked up in 
Portland the very few farm products which they did not 
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raise themselves. Homemade clothing was worn by the early 
people. Lumber was sold to the local mills thereby giving 
supplemental income to the farmerse With this income many 
of the farmers made heads for hogsheads and other casks which 
could be used for their O\vn needs and the West Indian market. 
By utilizing this type of thesis data, American history 
1 
teaching might become more interesting to the student. 
Water power and the small craftsman.-- The era of water 
power and the small craftsman has given way to hydroelectric 
power and mass production. This water power age was very 
vivid to the early inhabitants of Buxton. An abundance of 
examples of the small craftsman and water power in this 
chapter would he l p the students of an American history class 
relive this particular a ge and thereby gain better insights 
2 
into -~erican history. 
1. Supra, PP ~ 26-27~ 
2. Supra, PP ~ 27-30~ 
CHAPTER III 
THE RELIGIOUS INSTITUTION OF BUXTON, MAINE 
1. Tory Hill Congregational Church 
Originv-- Two terms of ' the grent to Philemon Dane and 
119 others by the 1733 act of the General Court of Massachu-
setts were to build a meetinghouse and to settle a minister. 
The First Congregational Church was the end result of the 
l 
two terms cited. 
The first meetinghouse was built in Salmon Falls between 
2 
October 1742 and Apri l 1743 . At the time of the building 
of this first place of worship only 15 or 20 men were 
living in the settlement, no mention of the number of 
3 
women being made. 
Because the settlement grew and moved out from the 
banks of the Saco , the inhabitants decided that a new 
4 
building should be erected. July 2, 1760 was the date of 
a vote to build a frame structui'e in Buxton Lower Corner. 
Reverend Paul Coffin was the minister of the church 
from his first sermon preached in 1761 to his farewell sermon 
1. Supra, pp. 23-24. 
2. Supra, p. 25. 
3. Committee on Publication, op. cit., p. 10. 
4 .. Ibid. 
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1 
in 1821 ~ In 1822 the pr esent church was built on the same 
2 
site as the frame structure . 
The First Congr egational Church is visited by tourists 
3 
every August .. They are interested in seej.ng the story The 
Old Peabody Pew dramatized by the Dorcas Society ~ This story 
by Kate Douglas Wiggin had its origin in this church. The 
name Toi'Y Hill Meetinghouse is mentioned in her books. The 
church is now known among the natives as the Tory Hill 
4 
Congregational Church. 
Dorcas Society.-- This society was organized at Buxton 
Lower Corner on November 23, 1897 at the home of lVT.rs. V'tilliam 
Moulton of Salmon Falls. This group continued as part of the 
Tory Hill Congregational Church until November 20, 1907 When 
the society was incorporated as the Dorcas Society of Hollis 
and Buxton. It remains today community wide in service and 
5 
membership. 
The Dorcas Society keeps the church and parsonage in 
thorough repair. Contributions to the salary fund of the 
parish are given annually. Yearly donations are also given 
to the Buxton-Hollis Hospital and the Bar Mills Baptist Church. 
1# G. T. Ridlon, Sr ~, op~ cit .~ pp . 224-225. 
2. Committee on Publication, op. cit., p. 10. 
3. Statement by Ivirs. Nielvin Black, personal interview. 
4. Committee on Publication, op. cit., p. 12. 
5. Statement by Reverend Anson R. Williams, personal interview. 
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Ladies' auxiliary.-- This church organization has a 
total membership of 35. At Christmas time the ladies pack 
1 
gifts for the veterans' hospital in Togus, Maine. 
Young peoples ' organizations.-- This church has an active 
Sttnday school and youth fellowship in membership and funct ion. 
A young married couples' club is in the process of being formed. 
Membership and services.-- Reverend Anson R. Williams 
conducts services for the Tory Hill Congregational Church. 
The membership of the church is approximately 100. If the 
Rogers Fiber Mill' s business r emains good, ·t;he membershi p 
will probably remain a t the present level. However, with a 
business slump at the mill, church membership might drop 
as the workers search for other employment. The Tory Hill 
Church has its greatest attendance at the Easter , Memorial , 
2 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and the week of prayer services. 
2. Btut on Cent~r Baptis t Church 
Origin.-- In October 1798 a number of citizens of 
Buzton entered into an agreement to relinquis h their member-
ship in the Tory Hill Church and form a re l igious Baptist 
soc iety . At the 1799 town meeting permission was granted 
1 . Statement by Reverend Anson R. Williams, personal interview .. 
2 .. Ibid. 
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1 
these citizens to fulfill their agreement. 
The first church building was built in 1802 on a lot 
purchased from Maj.or Thomas Harmon. This building was re -
placed by another in 1831. The 1831 building was remodeled 
and raised with the addition of a vestry in the year 1872 .. 
The present church building is the same one as was remodeled 
2 
in 1872. 
Ladies' aid.-- The function of the ladies' aid is to 
raise money for the church by means of sales of fancy work 
3 
and suppers . 
Mission circle.-- This organization helps to support a 
missionary f'or the church in the Belgian Congo by sending 
4 
money, clothing, first aid equipment , and other things. 
Sundax school and youth fellowship.-~ The Sunday school 
and youth fellowship have few members with average attendance 
5 
being 30 and 15 respectively. 
Membership.-- The membership of this church is small 
with approximately 70 members of teen age making up the 
largest percentage . The largest number of active members are 
1. Reverend Henry Clark, 11Historical Report of the Buxton 
Center Baptist Church" (Given out at the l50th anniversary 
of' the founding of the church on June 16, 1949), pp. 2-3, 
(Mimeographed). 
2~ Ibid., pp. 4-5. 
3. Statement by Mrs. Melvin Black, personal interview. 
4. Ibid~ 
5. Statement by Reverend Henry Clark, pers onal interview. 
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1 
in their sixties or older. The decline in membership after 
high school age is a definite problem this church has to 
confront. The chief reason for this situation is mostly 
economic because no industry exists to hold the young people 
in Buxton Center. 
3 .. w·est Buxton Free Baptist .Church 
Origin.-- This church was originally a branch of the 
Gorham Freewill Baptist Church and did not become a separate 
body until about 1800. In this year a church known as the 
Brook Meetinghouse was built about 1 mile east of the village 
of West Buxton. To this church came those in sympathy with 
the Freewill Baptists from Standish, Hollis, Groveville, 
and Shadagee. This site was dedicated in 1806 and continued 
' 2 
to be occupied by the members until 1834. 
In 1834 meetings were held in the Boulter schoolhouse 
which stood where the Bonney Eagle and Gorham roads cross 
between West Buxton and Bog Mill. An increase in membership 
caused the division of the church into two groups with one 
3 
church at East Buxton and one at West Buxton. 
Joseph Hobson leased the church a lot on a hill over-
looking the Saco River. A new church was built here and 
dedicated in 1836. The church today stands as it was in 
1. Statement by Reverend Henry Clark, personal interview. 
2. G. T. Ridlon, Sr., op. cit., p. 226. 
3. Ibid., pp. 226-227. 
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1 
1847 when it was enlarged~ 
Present building repairs and improvements.-- In early 
1953 the church was undergoing repairs in order to transform 
it from a one room meetinghou se to a church with five class-
rooms, a central vestibule, and a large room for the Sunday 
morning service. The classrooms were intended for use of the 
2 
Sunday school, men's class, and other church organizations. 
Sunday school.- - The Sunday school is attended by 50 to 
80 persons consisting mainly of high school students. The 
pastor and church members hope that the addition of class-
rooms will eventually increase the Sunday school in number 
3 
and efficiency. 
Ladies ' aid~-- The ladies' aid is actively functi oning 
by keeping the parsonage up to date. A hydraulic pump was 
put into the parsonage by means of funds provided by the 
4 
l a dies' aid . 
Ladies ' mission society.-- This organization, though 
small, does a good j ob in foreign and home missions. Besides 
providing surgical material and other things for Baptist 
5 
missions, it fills its annual white cross quota. 
1. G. T. Ridlon, Sr. , op. cit., p . 227. 
2 . Statement by Reverend Helen Holman, 
personal interview. 
4 . Ibid. 
3. Ibid .. 
Worthwhile class.-- The worthwhile class is composed 
of young women who started the idea of a building fund for 
the construction program with i n itial contributions and 
1 
other fund raising means 
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Men1s class.-- The men's class is a fully organized group 
2 
which meets every Sunday morning for religious instruction. 
MembershiPw-- The church attendance at West Buxton varies 
from 65 to 100. The territory from which members come 
includes Bonney Eagle, West Gorham, West Buxton, and Hollis. 
This creates a problem of going after members because of the 
wide area range, unless people are intere s ted in coming to 
church of' their own accord. The pastor hopes that the 
addition of classrooms and the improvement of the church's 
3 
appearance will bring more people into the fold. 
4., Bar Mills Baptist Church 
Origin.-- This church was organized May 2, 1868 with 
nine charter members. It was incorporated in 1913 to be 
4 
called the South Buxton Freewill Baptist Church. 
Ladies' aid~-- The membership of this organization is 
relatively small with 15 members. The function of this 
5 
group is to raise money for the support of the church. 
1. Statement by Reverend Helen Holman, personal interview. 
2~ Ibid. 3~ Ibid . 
4. Statement by NT..rs. Chester Googins, 5. Ibid. 
personal letter. 
Sunday school and youth fellowship.-- These groups 
number 92 and 18 respectively. Both organizations have 
active programs of re ligious ins truction and social 
1 
functions . 
Membership.-- The church has 59 members of which the 
2 
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greatest percentage is composed of young people. As is the 
case of the Tory Hill Church, the membership will probably 
remain about the same if the Rogers Fiber Mill' s employment 
does not decrease~ 
5~ Chicopee Methodist Church 
Origin.-~ A Methodist class was formed at Ch~copee under 
tb.e preaching of Elias Hall in 1799. About 1803 a church was 
3 
built and was fol l owed by a larger one . The building erected 
in 1848 is the present church. This 1848 church was a one 
4 
room affair, 34 by 40 feet , with a long horse shed attached. 
In 1934 a retired Methodist mi nister , Reverend Horace 
G. MacGl auflin, remodeled the main building~ By putting a 
partition through the center of the building, t wo rooms were 
provided . One room was made into a very attractive sanctuary 
where services are held each Sunday from Easter to Christmas . 
The other room is used for family gatherings and community 
1. Statement by Mrs . Chester Googins, personal letter. 
2. Ibid . 
3 . G. T. Ridlon, Sr ., op. cit., p. 231. 
4. Statement by Reverend Lewis Beckford, personal letter. 
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meetings as was the wish of Reverend MacGlauflin. The horse 
shed was divided into sections. One section is a very con-
1 
venient kitchen, beyond vmich are a woodshed and toilets. 
Ladies' society.-- This organization is active although 
not large in membership. It has one to three suppers a year 
2 
and sponsors socials every 2 weeks. 
Mission society.-- Methodist Conference claims for missions 
are paid every year by this organiza tion. During World War I I, 
Care packages were sent to many people especially to two 
children in Poland. A missionary to Africa is helped, being 
supported by contributions to the Maine Methodist Conference. 
Plans for sending boxes to Africa are being formulated. 
3 
Books are sent to the Faith Cabin Libraries in the South. 
Sunday school and youth fellowship.-- This church has 
an active Sunday school for its size. The enrolled members 
number 41 and the average attendance is 26. Each summer 
4 
the Sunday school conducts a vacation Bible school. 
A youth fellowship was organized last fall, but high 
school activities conflicted with weekly meetings necessitating 
its discontinuance. Even though only eight persons of high 
school age come to church, the pastor hopes to organize again 
5 
in the fall of 1955 provided enough interest is shown. 
1. Statement by Reverend Lewis Beckford, personal letter. 
2. Ibida 
4. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
5. ~· 
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Membership .. - - The church membership is very small~ 
Three elderly people, six middle - aged, and seven young people 
comprise the entire mew~ership. Active members number eight 
1 
and the average attendance at church is 26. 
The chief problem is holding the young people of high 
shool age and over~ The men of the community seem to have 
2 
little interest in the church ~ 
6. Groveville Congregational Church 
Origin.-- Until 1821 the people of Groveville went to 
the Tory Hill Congregational Church ~ In 1821 the building 
known as the North Congregational Meetinghouse was completed~ 
The present structure is the result of improvements in 1861 
3 
and 1889 upon the 1821 church building. 
Ladies' league.-~ This organization contributes to the 
financial aid of the church .. The most recent project was the 
4 
buying of a hall to be used as a community center. 
Sunday school and youth fellowship .-~ The Sunday school 
and youth fellowship numerically are small¥ However, the 
Sunday school is larger than the church membership and very 
active~ The youth fel l owship is smaller and less active . 
1 .. Statement by Reverend Lewis Beckford, personal letter., 
2. Ibid .. 3 .. Anne Hill Locke, 11 Groveville 
Congregational Church" , Un-
publi shed paper , Buxton, 1921~ 
5. Ibid. 
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MembershiE~-- The 25 church members are mostly older 
people- The lack of any industry to hold the young people 
in Groveville explains the declining church membership 
1 
among the younger group . 
7. Scarboro and South Buxton Universalist Church 
Origin~-- The church recently celebrated its 150th 
anniversary. Church records at the time of the anniversary 
were read in the church ~ However, these records seem to 
have been lost . The present church was paid for by the sale 
2 
of pews to the original members. 
Ladies' aid .-- The ladies' aid has been the main support 
of thi s small church. A parish house built within the last 
3 
25 years was financed mostly by this organization. 
Sunday school.- - This organization is not very active. 
4 
It is in sess ion sometimes during fall and spring . 
MembershiE. -- Church membership is small numbering about 
25. The ma jority of the members are older people. The 
church does not hold services all year round. Services are 
scheduled for 2 o 1 clock Sunday afternoons because the 
minister has to come from Westbrook . Some members would like 
to hold services in the morning. The inability to obtain a 
1. Statement by Reverend Anson R. Williams , personal interview. 
2. Statement by Mr. Ralph Deering, personal interview ¥ 
3. Statement by P~s. Arthur Elwell, pers onal interview. 
4. Statement by Mr. Ralph Deering, personal interview. 
a minister for morning services and the ill health of the 
1 
organist have resulted in irregular services. 
s. A Beginning at Protestant Integration 
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Union services.-- Four of these services are held each 
year among the congregations of the Tory Hill, Groveville, 
Bar Mills, West Buxton, Buxton Center, and Hollis Center 
churches. Each service is held in a different church with. 
the members of the participating churches assembled in one 
house of worship. The pastors of these churches divide the 
preaching duties. Services of this type are popular with 
2 
the members of the six churches .. 
Tory Hill Congregational Church and Bar Mills Baptist 
Church.-- Although the two churches have separate services 
and organizations, they do cooperate to a great extent. The 
mile distance between the two churches makes it possible for 
them to have the same minister thus enabling closer co-
3 
operation. As indicated above, the Dorcas Society of the 
Tory Hill Church has members from the Bar Mills Baptist Church 
4 
and makes yearly contributions to the latter church. 
1. Statement by Mr. Ralph Deering, personal interview. 
2. Statement by Reverend Anson R. Williams, personal interview. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Supra, P~ 36. 
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9 • S 'Lumnary 
Protestant background of Buxton churches~-- The original 
settlers of Buxton were people of Anglo - Saxon stock from 
Massachusetts.. These people founded the present Tory Hill 
Church. Dissenters fr om the Tory Hill Church founded the 
B~~ton Center Baptist Church. Other newcomers to the town 
with English sounding names established the remaining 
Protestant churches . 
Church organizations and their functi ons .. - - In the seven 
churches of Buxton the ladies' aid or ladies' auxiliary raises 
money for the upkeep of the vari ous parsonages and churches . 
The typical Sunday school has a greater attendance than 
the Sunday morning service. This organization tends to hold 
the young people until they graduate from high school. At 
least half of the Sunday schools have a vacation Bible school 
during one month of the summer . 
Two Baptist churches and the Methodist church have 
women's organizations connected with ~~e support of foreign 
and home missions. These groups send clothing, surgical equip-
ment, Care packages, and money for the support of home and 
foreign missions. Although the . other churches do not have 
organizations specifically designated to aid missions, money 
is colle cted for mission work . 
The youth fellowship of these churches varie s from good 
sized active organizations to small inactive groups . 
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The only church with a thriving men's class is the West 
Buxton Fr·ee Baptist Church.. The usual men's group which meets 
every Sunday morning for religious instruction is missing in 
the other churches of Buxt on~ 
Church membership. -- The Tory Hill Congregational, Bar 
Mills Baptist, and West Buxton Free Baptist have the largest 
church membership~ This membership is evenly distributed 
throughout the various age groups of Buxton's population .. 
Although the Buxton Center Baptist has as large a church 
membership as the three indicated above, it lacks an even 
distribution of members among the different age groups., 
Membership of this church is concentrated in the a ge groups 
under 18 and over 60 .. 
The Chicopee Methodist, Groveville Congregational, and 
Scarboro and South Buxton Universalist do not have more than 
25 members on the rolls.. These churches lack members in the 
middle age groups . Although the reason for the large age 
differential s~ong members is primarily economic, an absentee 
ministry, long conrra.uting distances, lack of one strong 
1 
federated church, and general apathy among the men of the 
comrnunity are also factors . 
2 
Decades ago in Buxton the meetinghouse .was the only 
place of social stimulation. Today with good roads and auto-
mobiles, the rural church is no longer· the chief place at 
1. Statement by Reverend Lewis Beckford, personal letter. 
2., Comrrdttee on Publication, op. cit., pp., 9-13., 
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which people can meet for social interaction. As religion is 
organized today, the church has only a limited claim over the 
1 
interests of the members. Since the church cooperates with 
other social organizations, its members become members of 
other groups such as the Grange, Lions , and others. Such is 
the case with Buxton's church population. 
Ministry.-- Three resident and two nonresident ministers 
perform the religious duties for the seven churches of Buxton. 
The resident minister of the Tory Hill Congregational has the 
Bar Mills Baptist and Groveville Congrega tiona l in addition to 
his regular church. The Buxton Center Baptist and West 
Buxton Free Baptist each have one minister. The pastor of 
the Gorham Methodist handles the dut ies of the small church 
of that denomination in Chicopee . The minis·ter of the West-
brook Universalist is in charge of Scarboro and South Buxton 
Universalist Church. 
2 
In discussing rural ministers Bogardus says in part: 
"Rural ministers have rarely been rural leaders. 
Their .salaries have been ridiculously low. The rural 
church has suffered from an absentee minis try; it can 
not progress satisfactorily with nonresident leadership. 
The rural minister has often been a misnomer; he has been 
a clergyw~n ministering to a rural parish but having his 
eyes set upon a more desirable city pulpit, especially if 
he has initiative and leadership ability; or else he has 
been a worn-out city preacher who has transferred to 
rural parishes to spend the closing years of his ministry." 
la Supra, pp. 7-8. 
2. Op. cit ., p. 331. 
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An analysis of the first paragraph in this section 
indicates that Buxton ministers are underpaid. This con-
clusion is based upon the following points: 
18 Evidently one minister requires three parishes to 
earn a living. 
2. One resident minister was a former city pastor who 
is well along in years. 
3. A woman' minister· was engaged by one church which 
might indicate an attempt to economize. 
4. Two small churches hired part-time nonresident 
ministers. 
A scrutiny of the quotation from Bogardus plainly reveals 
weaknesses in the rural religious institution. Buxton is no 
exception. An absentee ministry, overchurching, lack of 
interest in church among men, and underpaid resident ministers 
who are spending their last years in the ministry have all 
1 
been noted. City churches in Gorham, Westbrook, Saco, and 
Portland with their higher-salaried ministers, choirs, and 
well-organized activities may have drawn some people away 
from the churches of Buxton. 
What action can the Buxton ministry and church members 
take to counteract these disturbing social changes t o rural 
religious organization? The writer would suggest gradual 
federation based upon geographic location of churches. The 
1. Supra , pp. 48-49 . 
~-
~odon Urifverel t7 
!S.cbool of' EduoatiOA 
;Libra.r;v. 
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Tory Hill Congregational, Bar Mills Baptist, and Scarboro 
and South Buxton Universalist would fol7om one federated church; 
and the other would consist of the West Buxton Free Baptist, 
BQ~ton Center Baptist , Groveville Congregational, and Ch_copee 
Methodist.. Under thi s proposed set-up better salaries for 
ministers , filled churches, and more diversified and extensive 
church programs would result. 
The fact that the rural chur·ch 1s not the dynamic .force 
it once was does not detract from the good job the resident 
ministers of Buxton are performing in spite of such cond1tions 
which plague rural churches. The Tory Hill Congregat iona l 
and Bar Mills Baptist provide the people of Bar Mills, Salmqn 
Falls , and Union Falls with an active church program~ The 
1 
minister of these t wo churches brings with him 37 years of 
ministering in the Maine Seacoast Mission Society. This 
experience should prove valuable in his rural ministry . 
The pastor of the West Buxton Free Baptist through inspired 
leadership has kept the people in her charge interested in 
church,. Cooperation among the ministers is evi dent in the 
four Union services held each year. 
Non-Protestant f'ai ths. -- Catholics in Bu_,"'{t on must attend 
2 
services in ·westbrook, Gorham, Saco , or Portland,. In recent 
years more Catholics have moved into Buxton. Forme r 
1~ Statement by Reverend 4nson R. ~illiams, personal letter. 
2~ Supra, p. 8. 
pre judices against Catholics in this Protestant community 
have greatly disappeared as Buxton has gradually become 
more suburban. 
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Jews residing in Buxton~ if any, are obliged to attend 
1 
services in Portland. 
Relation of Buxton ' s religi ous institution to social 
studies teachi~.-- As indicated above , the study of Buxton's 
rellgious i n s t itution has defin ite va l u e t o social studies 
2 
teaching § 
The princ i ple of s eparation of church and state is one 
of the corners t ones of democracy . The Tory Hill Congregational 
Church as late as 1799 received money from the town for its 
3 
support . This example could be used in a history or ci vics 
class to prove that the American way of l ife as expressed in 
the Declarati on of I ndependence and Constitution became a 
reality onl y a ft er gradual social change . A social studies 
teacher in any town with a similar situation in its h istory 
could employ the example in question to good advantage in 
his classes .. 
During the 18th century the church in Buxton and other 
towns was the s oc i al club as well a s the place of worship . 
Rura l co~mttnity people t oday go to church less and belong t o 
1 .. Supr a, p .. 8~ 
2 .. Supra , p . 2. 
3 . Reverend Henry Clar k , op. cit. , p .. 2 . 
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more social organizations than formerly . The se f acts could 
be used in American history classes t o illustrate the changing 
scene in American s ocial and religious l ife in t he past 
1 
century and a half~ 
An absent e e ministry~ overchurching, lack of interest 
in church, and underpaid resident ministers nearing retire-
ment age are the problems quite typical to rural communities 
2 
which wight be discussed in a problems of democracy class. 
Knowledge of nationalities and the type of cow~tmities 
in wbich these people settled s often the key to the 
predominant religion of a cow~unity. Buxtonis settlers were 
originally from Massachusetts . They were people of English 
extraction and primari ly Protestant .. The neighbor•lng mill 
toV'm. of Westbrook is mo s tly French Catholic ~ American 
history teaching could be made more interesting and 
i nstruct i '\Te if the teacher would use cornmuni ties near at 
hand as examples in such a manner as was described in this 
3 
paragraph. 
1 ~ Supra, PP ~ 7, 8, 48, 49. 
2., Supra , p. 53 . 
3,. Supra , p .. 46. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE POLITICAL I NSTITUTION OF BUXTON, MAINE 
1. Basis of Existence 
Fulfilling of a basic need--- Man's desire to live with 
his fellow mortals in peace necessitated some form of 
authority to accomplish this end. This authority is known 
as g overnment .. 
Legal status for Buxton's . town government.-- Although 
1 
Narragansett Nmnber One or B~~ton was incorporated by the 
General Court of Massachusetts in 1772, this town was not 
2 
incorporated by the Maine Legislaturee New England towns 
do not have charters and are not incorporated. However, 
under broad grants from the legislatures, they enjoy almost 
all the powers of incorporated cities. 
Functions of Buxton's town government~-- Through liberal 
legislative grants B~~ton can exercise control relating to 
police, water supply, roads and streets, parks and public 
buildings, fire protection, hospitals, and libraries, and 
must provide school facilities and safeguard public health. 
In addition, under grants from the state legislature Buxton 
1. Supra, pp. 24-26. 
2. Frederic A. Ogg and P. Orman Ray, op. cit., p. 1082. 
-55-
56 
can enact bylaws or ordinances, own property, sue and be 
sued, borrow money, make contracts, and levy taxes. BlL~ton 
acts as the agent of the state in keeping records of vital 
statistics and land transfers, enforcing health regulations, 
1 
and in assessing and collecting taxes. 
2. Town Meeting 
Convoking Buxton's town meeting.-- The selectmen 
annually post a warrant which is issued by a constable at 
2 
least 7 days before the first Monday in March. On this 
day balloting for elected officials is usually carried on 
from 9 o'clock in the forenoon to 7 o'clock in the evening. 
The actual town meeting can be scheduled anytime during the 
3 
day by the selectmen. 
The itemized list of matters to be ac ted upon by the 
town meeting is called the warrant. The items of the warrant 
are called articles. Drafting of the articles requires much 
thought and work. Various agencies of Buxton's town govern-
ment in conjunction with the budget committee of 14 members 
for.nrulate proposals. These are turned over to t he selectmen 
who then prepare and circulate them as articles of the 
1. Frederic A. Ogg and P. Orman Ray, op. cit., p. 1082. 
2. Statement by Selectman Carl Deering, personal interview. 
3. Annual Report of the Municital Officers of the To\vn of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year End ng December 3l 2 l953, Fred 
L. Tower Companies, Portland, 1953, p. 181. 
1 
warrant. 
Procedure of the town meeting.-- The town meeting is 
now held in the newly erected gymnasium built in 1952 thus 
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making more space available for the citizens of the town to 
attend. The articles appearing in the warrant are the only 
matters acted upon by the town meeting. Among items 
enumerated year after year in the articles will certainly 
be one for choosing a moderator to preside at the meeting, 
appropriations for all of the town's supported activities, 
a tax rate designed to produce the necessary funds, and 
provisions for borrowing if required. Among these articles 
are likely to be found proposed items relating to the upkeep 
of cemeteries, highways, public buildings, water supply, 
electric lighting, and anything else within the range of t he 
2 
town authority. 
Any voter present in Buxton's town meeting has a right 
not only to vote but also to speak. The proceedings . many 
times are stereotyped and dull. However, occasionally 
issues arise which show wide differences of opinion, and 
even the townspeople are divided into hostile camps. vYhen 
this happens excitement takes place with much speech-making 
and wire pulling which reminds one of a political convention. 
1. Ibid., l83 pp. 
2. Ibid. 
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3. Town Officials and Functions Performed 
Selectmen, assessors, and overseers of poor.-- No mayor 
or other chief executive exists in Buxton. Instead, the 
selectmen wi th a term of 3 years, one elected annually , are 
the executive committee of the town meeting and as such act 
1 
for that body during the intervals between its sessions. 
The selectmen act as a coordinating agency between the 
different committees, officials, and boards. As indicated 
above, the most important jobs done by Buxton's selectmen 
are putting out the town report and looking after chari ty 
2 
cases. These and other jobs require the selectmen to give 
a great deal of time to the town. 
Town clerkw-- This official is elected annually but 
is of ten kept in office year after year until he or she 
becomes the acknowledged authority on town genealogy and 
3 
history. 
The town clerk keeps records of t he town meeting , issues 
marriage , fishing, hunting, and dog licenses, records chattel 
4 
mortgages , and supervises national, state, and local elections. 
Treasurer.-- Buxton's annual elected treasurer receives 
1. Ibid., 183 pp. 
2. Supra, pp. 9-10 
3. Annual Repor t of the Municipal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op. cit., 
183 pp. 
4. Ibid. 
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and pays out all tovm money. All money received is recorded 
in the treasurer's cash book~ All bills , after being filed 
in the selectmen's office and placed by the selectmen in 
1 
the treasurer's warrant, are paid by the treasurere 
Payrolls and the various witbholdings are the job of the 
town treasurer. The disposition of tax liens is another 
function of this official.. A tax lien concerns real estate 
on which back taxes are due~ Tax liens are held 18 months 
until the back taxes are paid . If the amount due is not 
forthcoming, the tax lien is re corded in the county court-
house at Alfred. VTDen this occurs, t h e town can sell the 
2 
property. 
The town treasurer has charge of all trust funds, bonds, 
3 
end bank savings accounts of the tovm . 
Tax collector and constable.-- One of the o~ficers 
am1ua l ly on the ballot is one constable \~O doubles as tax 
c l lector. This combination constable and tax col lector 
is aided on special occasions in law enforcemen t by t wo 
other constables and four special constables~ These a dditional 
. 4 
law enfo r cement officers are appointed. 
Real estate, personal property, poll, excise, and 
1. Statement by Treasurer Hazel :M. Bradeen, personal interview. 
2. Ibid . 3. Ibid. 
4 .. Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Town of Buxton, 
Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op. cit., l83 pp. 
supplementary taxes are collected by this official. This 
money with the accompanying records is turned over to the 
1 
tovm treasurer .. 
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Fire warden.-- This officer is elected annually. His 
duty is to protect persons and property of Buxton. The fire 
departments of Bar Mills, Chicopee, and Groveville are under 
2 
control of Buxton's fire warden. 
The Bar Mills volunteer firemen number 32 regular members 
end 15 reservists. Equipment of this station consists of two 
1, OOO ... gallon tank tl .. UCkS, one 600-ga.llon tank pumper, one 
3 
550-gallon tank pumper, and one 250-gallon tank pumper. 
During the year 1953 this department answered 45 calls as 
follows: 16 grass, 8 h ouse, 3 barn, 2 car and truck, 11 wood 
4 
and brush, 8 chimney, and 2 dump firese 
The Chicopee and Groveville fire departments have one 
pumper and one tank truck each. In 1953 the Chicopee fire 
department answered eight calls including 3 wood, 4 chimney, 
and 1 house fire. Groveville extinguished 2 wood, 1 chimney, 
5 
1 house , and 1 dump fire during 1953. 
1. Statement by Treasurer Hazel M. Bradeen, personal i nte rview. 
2. Statement by Fire Warden :Maurice Pinkham, personal interview. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the ToYm of Buxton, 
Maine for t he Year Ending December 1, 1953, op. cit., p. 48. 
5. Ibid. 
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Buxton has seven reservoirs, and farmers are making ponds 
for firefighting and irrigation purposes. Cooperation between 
neighboring towns is good.. Saco comes to Buxton when necessary, 
and Bar Mills has gone as far as Waterboro. Buxton has good 
equipment for a town of its size. This equipment consists 
mostly of tank trucks which are ideal for country fire 
1 
protection. 
Road conmissioners.-- Two annual elec ted road cormnissioners 
and other hired help constitute Buxton's highway department. 
One connnissioner is in charge of the Upper District which 
consists of the northern and southern portions of the town; 
the other has the Lower District composing the southern and 
western portions of Buxton. The commissioners are authorized 
to hire personnel to assist them in carrying out their duties. 
If equipment other than the town's is needed, the town will 
pay an hourly rate for the use of private trucks, plows, 
2 
shovels, and bulldozers. 
The town during 1953 built a garage in Buxton Center for 
the purpose of housing town highway equipment. This building 
should be helpful in keeping the town hi~~way equipment in 
better condition than under the former system of decentralized 
3 
garaging. 
1.. Statement by Fire Warden Maurice Pinkham, personal interview • 
• 2. Statement by Commissioner Lawrence Townsend, personal letter. 
3. Annual RePort of the Municipal Off'icers of the Tmm of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op. cit., 
183 pp. 
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The cormnissioners have no fixed salary. They receive 
an hourly rate for labor and the use of their private ·equip-
ment. Attempts were made at the 1952 and 1953 town meetings 
to institute one road connnissioner at a fixed salary, but 
1 
these efforts were voted down. 
Other elected officials.-- A superintendent of schools 
and a school board of three members are listed as elected 
officials. The incumbent superintendent of schools is 
usually re-elected year after year. The three school board 
members are elected for a term of 3 years with one member 
2 
being elected annually. 
~ointed officials.-- These miscellaneous minor officials 
have more or les s nominal duties to perform. Those listed 
3 
in the annual town report for 1953 1.vere as follows: (l) 
board of health;: (2) health officer; (3) constables; (4 ) 
dog cons table;· ( 5) scalers of logs; ( 6) surveyors of wood and 
lumber; (7) weighers of coal, grain, and hay; (8) we ighers 
of fiber and stock; (9) fence viewers;: (10) director of civil 
defense; (11) field driver; (12) deputy forest fire warden; 
(13) budget co~~ittee; (14) sealer of weights and measures; 
(15) trustees of Berry Memorial Library; and (16) trustees 
1. Ibid~, p. 173. 
2. Ibid., p. 3 
3 . Ibid., pp. 4-5. 
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of Weymouth Park . 
4. Additional Services 
Health .. -- The tovm of Buxton appropriated $2,100 toward 
1 
health and sanitation for the year 1953. This money was 
used by the Buxton Health Council, public health nurse, 
health officer, and Buxton-Hollis Hospital. 
The health laws of Maine require the town health officer 
to take steps in regard to health supervision as follows: 
1 .. S~wage disposal and water supplies 
2. General health condition of schools and public places 
and institutions 
3. Immunization and physical examinations of school 
children 
4 . Report of communicable dis eases and precautions 
taken to State Board of Health 
2 
5. Clinics of pre-school children. 
The health officer of Buxton is assisted in conducting 
his duties by the Buxton Health Council, Bu.."Cton-Hollis 
Hospital~ public school nurse , and dental hygienist. 
During 1953 visits were made by the public school nurse 
to expectant mothers to help them in securing early medical 
supervision and to assist them with plans for delivery. 
Visits were also made to infants and pre-school children to 
1 . Ibid., p. 144 .. 
2. Statement by Health Officer Dr. s. Dunton Drummond, 
personal letter. 
a s sist the mothers with their schedules and to suggest 
1 
vaccination, immttnization, and medical supervision. 
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Three child health conferences were held in the spring 
of 1953. The purpose of these conferences ls t he early 
detection of any abnormal condition in the health of pre - school 
children not having health supervision of a family physician 
or pediatrician.. The idea behind the examination of these 
children is the early detection of any abnormal condition so 
early corrective measures may be taken before serious 
complications arise and the prevention of communicable 
2 
diseases by early ~ttnization ~ 
Annual school physicals are given by the health officer . 
During 1953 grades 1, 4, and 7 and all athletes were given 
physicals. These examinations included urinalysis for sugar 
and albumen, as well as the regular physical examination. 
Parents are notified of physical defects detected during the 
examinations so that corrective measures may be taken by the 
3 
family physician The fee is low and not compulsory. 
Services provided by the crippled children's cardiac 
and chest x - ray clinics were made available in 1953 to those 
4 
in need of them. 
1. ArL~uai Report of t he Munic i pal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine fo r the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op . cit .. , 
p. 64. 
2., Ibid., pp. 64-65. 
4 . Ibid . 
Immunization clinics were held in the schools in 1953 
for diphtheria, whooping cough, and smallpox. Audiometer 
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tests were given during the fall to 316 pupils. The parents 
1 
of the seven deficient in hearing were notified* 
Sodium fluoride treatments were given to children three 
years of age and in grades 2, 5, and 8 during the year 1953. 
Other aspects of the dental program in this year were mouth 
examinations with referral to a dentist when necessary and 
2 
education in regard to the care and building of teeth. 
Because of the flood during April 1953, a typhoid 
immunization clinic was held by the health officer at the 
Rogers Fiber Mill8 Nineteen persons whose homes were flooded 
3 
or who took part in the cleaning up were immunized. 
The Buxton-Hollis Hospital has a capacity of 12 beds 
and 3 bassinets. It employs 10 people including day and 
night nurses, l dietician, 1 laundress, l x-ray technician, 
1 doctor, l bookkeeper and manager, and l caretaker. This 
hospital provides care for the towns of Buxton, Hollis, 
Dayton, Waterboro, Saco, and even Biddeford, Limerick, and 
4 
Limington. 
During the year 1953 the Buxton-Hollis Hospital expended 
1.· Ibid., pp 8 65-66. 
2. Ibid., P• 65 .. 
3. ill.,9;., P• 66. 
4. Statement by Health Officer Dr. s. Dunton Drummond, 
personal letter. 
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$771 for free~bed service, $400 for dental care of 58 chil-
l 
dren, and $200 for tonsillectomies for four children. 
Civil defense and public safety.-- The law governing 
civilian defense states that it takes over in a disaster area 
when local authority breaks down and the governor of the state 
declares an emergency. However, should the local organization 
be unable to cope with the situation, the county, state, or 
national organization would come to the rescue. Buxton's 
organization in turn is prepared to go to the assis t ance of 
2 
neighboring civil defense agencies. 
Buxton's air observation post was in operat ion from 
April 2 to November 4, 1953. One hundred and eight people 
took their turns at manning the post for at least one 2-hour 
3 
shift and many logged as many as 60 hours. 
Poor account.-- During 1953 relief was granted for old 
age assistance, dependent children, and veterans in the 
4 
amount of $2 ,237.40. 
Blister rust control&-- Disease and insects are common 
to all trees. Blister rust is the most deadly disease of 
white pine. This disease is a fungus that lives in the bark 
of white pine trees and the leaves of gooseberry and currant 
1. Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Ending necember 31, 1953, ~ cit., 
p. 67. 
2 • Ibid • , p • 7 • 
4. Ibid.' p. 52. 
3 • Ibid • ' p • 8 • 
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bushes, commonly called ribes. Tiny wind-born spores spread 
the fungus. The disease can not be transmitted directly from 
one pine tree to another. The pines are infected by spores 
produced only on ribes. If there are no ribes, blister rust 
can not infect pines. The pr eservation of white pines is 
immeasurably assisted by the work of state and federal agencies 
helping cooperating towns in destroying the ribes plants 
1 
growing near white pines. In 1953 Buxton appropriated $300 
2 
for this type of work. 
Libraries.-- During 1953 Buxton voted to spend $125 for 
the use of three libraries. The state stipend for these 
libraries was ~12.50 and Hollis• appropriation was ~75. The 
three libraries serving Hollis and Buxton are the West Buxton 6 
3 
Salmon Falls, and Berry Memorial libraries. 
Soldiers• graves.-- Buxton appropriated $500 for the 
care and maintenance of soldiers' graves in six cemeteries. 
Maine Publicity Bureau.-- During 1953 Buxton gave $100 
5 
for the use of the Maine Publicity Bureau . 
1. An..'"lual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Endin~ December 31, l952 , Fred 
L. Tower Companies, Portland, 19 2, p. 7. 
4 
2. Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op. cit., 
p. 57. 
3. Ibid., pp. 70-73~ 
4. ~., P• 57. 
5. Ibid., P• 58. 
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Other services .. - ... Further servi ces and their appropri -
1 
ations for the year 1953 are shown in t he following table ! 
Tab l e 1 Town Services for the Year 1953 
Town Services 
1 
Civilian defense •••••••• * 
Contingent a.cc olmt ••.•••. 
Snow removal •.•.••..••. .• • 
Townsend's highways •••• • • 
Roberts• highways ..... . .. 
Roberts ' bush accou_Tlt •••• 
Towns en 's bush 
ace onn t" • a ~ .... (j • " • ttl •••••• ~ 
Roberts• bridge and 
culverts .. ... ,. ... " " ..... ., 
State aid no .. 10 
re cons true tion ............. .. 
Unimproved roads ••.•••••• 
Bill Wright road 
special ..................... . 
Lord road special •••••••• 
State aid no. 10 •••••• 
State a id no~ 13 ... . ..... .. 
Rankin road special ..... .. 
Protection of persons 
and property ....... ~ ..... .. 
Poor of other towns.~···· 
Labor project .... .. ....... . 
State poor ••••••••• •• •••• 
Townsend's bridge and 
culverts ••••••••••••••••• 
State aid no . L ......... .. 
Interest on loans •••••• 
Payment or note s .. ••••••• 
American Legion ••• . ·····~ 
Ancient cemeteries ••••••• 
Rerorestation at the 
town rarm • •• ~············ 
Appropriations 
2) 
$ 700 
6, 000 
15, 84L98 
2,250 
2,250 
500 
500 
1,000 
2 , 865 .. 60 
4 ,368.98 
2 , 000 
2,000 
3,270 .. 91 
6, 000 
2 , 000 
5,246 .88 
113. 92 
300 
293 .63 
1,000 
5 , 000 
2 ,113.50 
27,900 
100 
150 
150 
(concluded on next page) 
Table 1. (concluded) 
Town Services 
(1) 
Bar Mills sidewalk •• ww••••• 
Street lights.~·········~·· 
Town revaluation ••.•••••••• 
Weymouth Park ••••.••.•••••• 
Flood control ••••••••••.•.• 
Health council ••••••••••.•• 
Public health nurse •••••••• 
Town dumps ••••• " ............... .. 
Dunn's and Haines' 
Meadow Bridge •• •••••.•.•••• 
Groveville fire department 
special appropriation •••••• 
Groveville fire depart-
ment 4t • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ ....... 6t .. 
Chicopee fire department ... . 
Equipment building fund .... .. 
Gravel for unimproved 
roads ••••••••••••••••••••• w 
Town equipment and 
repairs~ e •• " ....... . ., .. " •• IF ... . 
Total •••••••.••••••••• 
E.ppropria tions 
~2} 
$ 500 
1,800 
15,000 
500 
2 ,027.79 
300 
300 
300 
494.79 
1, 000 
625 .. 18 
589 64 
2,500 
500 
3, 000 
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In table 1 Appropriations included state funds, excise 
tax receipts, and previous balances. School matters were 
purposely omltted from Town Services since chapter six will 
be devoted to the educational institution. 
5. SUJl'l.rr.J.B.ry 
Everyday operation of Buxton's town government.- - As 
i ndicated above, government is essential to orderly life .. 
Buxton is not incorporated by the Maine Legislature. This 
body grants authority to Buxton to carry out local governmental 
70 
functions. The various town departments are authorized to 
1 
perform their duties as directed by town meeting decisions. 
Buxton's town officials are elective and appointive 
The most important officials are the selectmen who act as 
liason officers between the various departments, committees, 
2 
and boards~ In a previous discussion of town officials the 
writer failed to mention the role played by the deputy sheriff 
in local law enforcement. This o~f'icial is appointed by the 
county sheriff at Alfred. In practice over 90 per cent of 
all civil and criminal cases of Buxton are handled by the 
3 
deputy sheriff. 
Throughout this chapter the writer explained the functions 
of certain town officials and day to day operations of the 
different departments. Town meeting appropriations of these 
departments for 1953 were noted, but no mention of the amounts 
actually spent was made. The table below shows certain amoUI~ts 
in excess and others less than the stipulated appropriations 
4 
as follows: 
1. Supra, pp. 10, 24, 25, 26, 54. 
2. Supra, pp. 9, 10 , 57. 
3. Statement by Deputy Sheriff Frank Sellick, personal letter. 
4 . Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op. cit., 
pp . 55-56. 
Table 2~ Town Services and Their Surpluses and Overdrafts 
for the Year 1953 
Town Services 
(1) 
Miscellaneous account .... ~ ·· 
Contingent account ........ . 
Bar ills sidewalk ......... . 
Bar Mills fire 
department ................ . 
Chicopee fire 
de part me nt ......... . .... . .... . 
Groveville fire 
de part men t .......... . ...... .. 
Interest on loans ••••••••• 
Ancient cemeteries •••••••• 
Vflli te pine blister •••••••• 
Street light • .. ••••••••••• 
State aid no • . l O ••• • •• •••• 
Lord road special ........ .. 
William Wright road 
special ••••••.•••••••••••• 
Civilian defense •••••••••• 
Gravel for unimproved 
roads ... fi ~ ...... $ .......... 4il .. 
Health council.~·· -¥••···~ 
Town dUI!lps ............ ... ..... . 
Snow removal •••• •• •••• • ••• 
Townsend's bush account ••• 
Roberts' bush account ••••• 
Roberts' bridges and 
culverts .... ..... ~ ~ ti ., .... ... . 
Townsend's bridges and 
culverts •••• •• ••••.• •••••• 
Equipment building fund •• • 
Rankin road special •••••• ~ 
State aid no .. 13· .......... . 
State aid no . 1 ••••••••••• 
Unimproved road 
mud money .................. . 
Townsend's highways •••••• ~ 
Town equipment and 
repairs •.•••••••••••••••• 
Town poor account ••••••••• 
Surpluses 
(2) 
$ 765. 87 
1,106. 54 
665.66 
394 .15 
199 . 52 
108. 08 
1,161 .. 75 
227 .. 10 
12 .. 33 
7,581~ 37 
36.32 
407 . 38 
9.69 
1,799 .79 
506.50 
289 .. 40 
401 .. 30 
8 .. 24 
1, 020 .. 07 
861.. 52 
(concluded on next page) 
Overdra.fts 
( 3} 
$ 
30~00 
624.18 
1~ 80 
12.20 
123.17 
32.59 
4 .. 28 
1.55 
6 . 44 
29.53 
71 
72 
Table 2 . (concluded) 
Town Services Surpluses Overdrafts 
(1) J21 (3) 
Labor project ~ .... 
• e • ~ • • w • • • $ 270 .. 88 
Weymouth Park li ... · .... ti • •• - • " ... 335e62 
Roberts• highways .~ .. . ........ .. .. 119 .. 00 
Groveville fire department 
special appropriation ... ~·•a• 10 .. 90 
Town revaluation .............. 9,844.30 
Town farm reforestation ... ~~· 60 .. 00 
Soldiers' graves ........... . ..... 1 ~80 
Payment of notes .... ... .. . .... 6 , 500.00 
Total.~.".,. ••... WI ....... $ 34, 7 05 .,08 $ 1 , 522 .. 54 
Relation of Buxton 1 s political institution to social 
studies t eaching a-~ In teaching a unit on town government, 
as typified by the New England town, any teacher would do a 
better job if he or she used local material similar to the 
data found in this chapter. 
The teacher should make use of the fact that New England 
towns like Buxton do not have charters but receive their powers 
from legislative grants. The writer i s of the opinion that 
many people believe New England towns like rnost cities in this 
country are incorporat ed.. With this point across:. the 
instructor could enumerate the functions of New England town 
government being careful to di stinguish between strictly local 
1 
powers and those where towns act as the state agent . 
1. Supra, pp. 24-26 . 
?3 
Although the powers of New England towns are similar to 
those possessed by cities, the administration of these two 
governmental units differs greatly. The mechanism of govern-
ment whose ordinances and bylaws are made by town meeting 
1 
decisions which are then carried out by the various 
administrative officers is quite different from gov~rnments 
of cities, states, and the government at Washington, D. c. 
The student and general public are at least vaguely familiar 
with the representative assembly idea of government. However, 
how many people even vaguely understand town meeting govern-
ment? The people brought up with town meeting government 
would be familiar with this type, but the writer doubts whether 
the city dweller knows much concerning small town govermaent. 
Since small town government is an integral part of the 
American governmental framework , the wri ter believes that a 
brief study of town meeting government including its adminis~ 
trative officials has a place in civics and problems of 
democracy classes of all city and rural cow~unity high schools 
in the nation. By the same token rural community schools, 
as well as city educational institutions, should at least 
briefly cover the various types of city government in their 
social studies c l asses. 
Excluding 1953 appropriations for the Buxton-Hollis 
1. Supra, pp . 8-10~ 
74 
Hospital, schools, libraries, blister rust control, soldiers' 
graves, poor account, and Maine Publicity Bureau, Buxton's 
appropriations, which included state funds, excise tax 
receipts, and previous balances, amounted to $123,452~80. 
Of this total the town spent all but $30,000~ In summa tion, 
1 
the town ~ent around $90,000 for 42 services. By using 
similar· data a teacher could impress upon the student the 
large ntunber of services involving considerable cost rendered 
by local government. By extending this point of the growing 
bigness of government to the larger area of state and national 
governments, the student would soon understand the rea sons 
b ehind the million and billion dollar budgets on these levels 
of government .. 
1. Supra, PPe 69-71. 
CHAPTER V 
THE ECONOMIC INSTITUTION OF BUXTON, MAINE 
1. Farms 
Feeding Acres in Groveville.-- Fourteen years ago 
E. L. Whitney, a former Brockton, Massachusetts manufacturer, 
and his wife came to Groveville to try mink farming. After 
4 years the Whitneys sold only commercial beef . and bought 
Wyoming purebred females and a bull. The last of the mink 
1 
were eliminated 2 or 3 years ago. 
Today this former 130-acre mink farm is full of walking 
beef. Whitney has a purebred Hereford farm exclusively. 
Feeding Acres has 50 cows of breeding age and 125 head of 
all ages. The better bull calves are sold as breeders while 
2 
the poorer bulls become steers and are sold for beef. 
What is the difference in monetary value between purebred 
and commercial animals? As beef a commercial steer might 
bring $180 to $200. As breeding stock purebred heifers are 
worth $800 and up. The price for good bulls ranges into the 
many thousands. For instance, one of Whitney's prize bulls 
named HC Larry Domino 57th's sire sold for $105,000 which amount 
1. Portland Sunday Telegram, June 21, 1953. 
2. Ibid. 
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1 
was only a half interest in the animal. 
Unlike Maine's dairy industry, where artificial 
insemination is becoming popular, beef cattle are bred 
naturally. The Whitneys must own their own herd bulls to 
2 
register their Hereford calves. 
Hereford sires are good-natured, docile beasts in 
contrast to bulla of other breeds. These Herefords wear no 
ring in their nose and submit to haltering as easily as an 
3 
o.x or horse. 
Prime animals in the herd are groomed for show animals. 
The Whitneys have exhibited stock in many of the major shows 
of the Northeast. A breeder's reputation is built up with 
4 
other s to ekmen by means of these shows. 
Beef cattle spend most of their lives outdoors in 
contrast to dairy cows who spend a good part of the year in 
barns. This fact saves beef cattlemen less headaches than 
dairymen. Besides his wife, Whitney has three regular helpers 
5 
in addition to extra summer help. 
Feeding Acres is unusually neat and well-planned. An 
unlimited water supply, green pastures, financial investment 
and hard work have resulted in an attractive and prosperous 
1. !hid. 
2. !£!2.· 
4. Ibid. 
3. ~· 
5. Ibid. 
1 
breeder farm. 
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Harmon's dairy farm.-- This dairy farm in Buxton Center 
is run by Clyde Harmon. He has 31 head of cattle which are 
mostly Holsteins. Equipment of the farm consists of 2 milking 
machines, 1 milk cooler, 2 tractors, 1 hay baler, l conveyor, 
2 
and 1 hay drier. 
Harmon's farm is very neat and clean. Milking is done 
by machine and milk production is good. Oakhurst Dairy buys 
3 
the farm's milk. 
Davis• dairy farm.-- Davis' dairy farm in Groveville 
extends over 310 acres. The herd includes 35 cows and 32 
4 
heifers which are Holsteins, Guernseys, and Jerseys. 
Equipment of the farm consists of 1 Ford tractor, 1 
Case tractor, l Far.mall H tractor, 1 side delivery tractor 
mower, an International power take off baler, 1 bale loader, 
5 
1 bale elevator, plows, and harrows. 
Hague's dairy farm.-- This 365-aere dairy .far.m in 
Groveville sells its milk to Oakhurst Dairy. A small amount 
of timber is cut and sold to various sawmills in the off 
season. The farm is managed and run by three men--Mr. Hague, 
1. !hid. 
2. Statement by Clyde Harmon, personal interview. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Statement by Frank P. Davis, personal letter. 
5. Ibid. 
1 
1 full-time worker and 1 part-time employee. 
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Equipment of the farm includes 2 tractors, 1 baler, 2 
mowers, 2 harrows, 2 plows, 2 manure spreaders, 1 lime 
spreader, 2 wagons, 1 truck, 1 chain saw, milking machines, 
1 manure loader, 1 corn binder, 1 ensilage cutter, and other 
2 
small articles too numerous to mention. 
Other farms.-- The four farms mentioned above are the 
only full-time commercial farms in Buxton. Part-time farming 
is rather popular in the town. This type of farming generally 
consists of raising chickens, vegetables, dairy cows, and 
other meat animals. 
3. Communication Facilities 
Post offices.-- Buxton has two 3rd class post offices. 
These are located in Bar Mills and West Buxton. 
The Bar Mills post office serves the people within the 
village with 125 boxes. R. F. D. routes are taken over by 
the West Buxton post office. Bar Mills has one regular civil 
3 
service employee in addition to the postmaster. 
The West Buxton post office handles mail for 75 box-
holders in the village and 260 rural ones. To - take care of 
this service the post office staff includes civil service 
personnel of 1 regular clerk, 1 substitute clerk, 1 rural 
1. Statement by Allan Hague, personal letter. 
2. Ibid. 
-
3. Statement by Postmaster Lester Sands, personal interview. 
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carrier, 1 substitute rural carrier, and 1 postmaster. One 
star route carrier is contracted to pick up mail between post 
1 
orfices. The star route carrier is not in civil service. 
Saco River Telephone & Telegraph Company.-- This service 
company was founded in 1889 by 97-year-old Samuel E. Sheppard. 
His niece, Miss Mary B. Sheppard, has been the manager and 
2 
secretary-treasurer since 1908. 
The company operates 950 telephones in Buxton, Hollis, 
Waterboro, and in parts of Lyman, Dayton, Saco, and Biddeford. 
Personnel of the company includes 4 maintenance men, 6 tele-
phone operators, 1 tull-t~e bookkeeper, and 1 part-time 
3 
bookkeeper. The company had been operating at a loss through 
4 
1950, 1951, 1952, and the first 6 months of 1953. 
October 16, 1953 in the Buxton Town Hall a Public Utili-
ties Commission hearing, presided over by former National 
Atomic Energy Commission Chier Sumner Pike, was held on the 
Saco River Telephone & Telegraph Company's application for 
the first rate increase in 64 years. The company's old-
5 
rashioned party line service was discussed and found inadequate. 
Many people spoke up regarding their experience with the 
1. Statement by Postmaster Harold c. Smith, personal interview. 
2. Portland Press Herald, October 16, 1953. 
3. Statement by Miss Mary B. Sheppard, personal interview. 
4. Portland Press Herald, October 16, .1953. 
5. Ibid. 
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company. Some of their complaints con erned poor service, 
such as delays in making calls, too many people on one line, 
and too many people listening in. The overload on the lines 
made hearing difficult. One man compla.ined tha. t he had 
waited 2 years to have his telephone i nstalled. All these 
complaints expressed at this hearing ar•e familiar to the 
writer through similar experience with the company's 
1 
service. 
The proposed hike of' $100 a week c,r $5,200 a year would 
not be suff'icient to put in a dial syst;em. The company has 
bought a building in South Waterboro f'or use in a dial 
2 
system but by early 1955 no such system was in sight. 
3. Stores, Service Stations, and Automobile Dealers 
Stores.-- Bar Mills has three re t ail grocery stores. 
In the village proper two stores are l ocated, one being owned 
by Hall & Sands and the other by Evera.d N. Atkinson. Charles 
Wood's grocery is situated about one h11lf a mile from the 
center of' Bar Mills. Peterson's store in Groveville is the 
3 
remaining retail grocery store in the ·town of Buxton. 
Automobile used parts dealer and service stations.--
Cecil Bradbury in Buxton Lower Corner sells used automobile 
l. Ibid. 
2. ill£· 
3. Maine Automobile Association, Maine Register (1952-1953 
edition), op. cit., p. 829. 
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parts and a few used ears. Alexander's garage in Sa~on 
Falls, Emery's garage in Bar Mills, Edward Roberts' gara ge 
in Groveville, and William Eaton's garage in Weat Buxton 
l 
are the repairing and service stations in Buxton. 
4. Banks, Insurance, and Mi scellaneous 
Casco Bank & Trust Company.-- This bank in West Buxton 
was called the Buxton & Hollis Savings Bank from a few years 
before 1900 to the 1920's~ The Casco Mercantile Trust 
Company took over sometime during the 1920's until March 
1933 when that bank was ordered to l i quidate. The present 
Casco Bank & Trust Company opened fo :t' business on December 
2 
11, 1933. The bank employs l manager and 1 assistant. The 
high point in the bank's history was on December 22, 1951 
when the total average deposits were $9001 000. Yearly 
average deposits run between $700,00 and $800,000. Hollis, 
Buxton, and parts of Standish, Limington, and Gor~ are 
served by the bank. Eleven hundred accounts of all kinds 
are protected by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation's 
3 
deposit insurance of $10,000 per account. 
York Mutual Insurance Company of Maine.-- The home 
office of this company for the state of Maine is located in 
West Buxton. In this office are employed 1 man, 8 women, and 
1. Ibid. 
2. Statement by Lawrence Higgins, 
personal interview. 
3. ~-
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1 
2 full-time outside men who contact agents. 
This company was established in 1894 and did l:usiness 
only in York County. In 1953 the company expanded statewide. 
Fire insurance on buildings and contents is the only 
insurance issued by the York Mutual. Three hundred agents 
solicit business througho.ut the state and mail it in to the 
2 
company. In 1951 total business recel pts were over $400,000. 
Other insurance agents and broker s.-- Fred P. McKenney 
in Bar Mills, and Dean F. Jewett and Homer P. Illingsworth 
in West Buxton provide insurance opportunities for Buxton 
3 
residents• 
Barbers.-- Stanley Townsend in West Buxton and Thomas 
Sands in Bar Mills provide local barbering service to Buxton 
4 
people. 
Carpenters.-- Four carpenters do business in Buxton. 
R. L. Waterman and Reynolds & Son in West Buxton, Herbert 
McLellan in Chicopee, and William Eat on in Bar Mills are the 
5 
four referred to above. 
Painters and decorators.-- R. L ~ Waterman, Charles Lamb, 
1. Statement by Leon N. Sanborn, pers onal interview. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Maine Automobile Association, Maine Register (1952-1953 
edition), op. cit., p. 829. 
4. ~· 
5. Ibid. 
and Charles Pierce, all of West Buxton, are the only 
1 
professional decorators in Buxton. 
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Plumbers .. -- Buxton's plumbers are Philips. Brooks and 
Ancel Mason. Brooks is also a dealer in refrigerators and 
deep freeze units, water systems, pumps, heating apparatus 
2 
and appliances, and agricultural implements. 
Lawyers.-- Dean F. Jewett of West Buxton and Jasper 
3 
Bean of Salmon Falls are the town's only lawyers. 
Osteopathic physicians.-- Russell Hartshorne of Bar 
4 
Mills is the only practicing osteopath in town. 
Physicians and surgeons.-- S. Dunton Drummond is 
5 
the only medical physician and surgeon in Buxton. 
Teachers.-- This group of professional people will be 
discussed to some extent in Chapter VI. 
6. Industrial Conc.erna 
Rogers Fiber Company.-- This company makes fiberboard 
fram wood pulp, waste cartons, and raga. The great majority 
6 
of fiberboard is made from waste cartons. 
This leatherboard is used in shoe for.ms, suitcases, 
1. Ibid., p. 830. 
2. Ibid. 3. Ibid. 
4. Ibid. 5. ~· 
6. Statement by Frank Sellick, 
personal letter. 
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1 
trunks, shoe counters, and in various electrical appliances. 
The factory, when on full time, employs about 85 people. 
In a 24-hour period this mill can turn out 30,000 pounds of 
2 
:fiberboard. 
An American Federation of Labor union of approximately 
80 members has organized the workers .at the Rogers Fiber 
3 
Company. Good harmony exists between the union and management. 
Central Maine. Power Company plants.-- In the early 
summer of 1906 the Cumberland County Power & Light Company, 
now the Central Maine Power Company, bought water power rights 
at West Buxton. A year later a power plant generated power 
to Portland by means of transmission l ines. This same plant 
4 
supplied the local area. In the year 1927 a new plant was 
5 
built directly across the road from the . 1907 plant. 
The West Buxton 1907 plant has 4 operators and 4 
assistants. Equipment of the plant i n cludes 1 generator of 
1125 kilowatts and 1 generator of '750 kilowatts. In addition, 
6 
this plant has 1 generator of 4000 kilowatts. 
1. Ibid. 
2. Ibid. 
3. ~· 
4. Committee on Publication, op. cit ~ , p. 196. 
5. Statement by Electrical Engineer Harold w. Yeaton, 
personal interview. 
6. ~· 
1 
The Skelton plant in Union Falls was built in 1914. 
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Personnel includes 1 superintendent, 1 hydremaintenance man, 
and 4 operators. Latest in equipment consists of two units 
2 
of 8400 kilowatts and l taplan wheel. 
The Bar ~lls plant an the Holli s side of the Saco River 
was an old paper company and was taken over by the present 
3 
Central Maine Power Company in 1918. Four operators and four 
4 
generators are the personnel and equipment of this station. 
The Bonney Eagle station has 4 operators and 4 assistants. 
Six generators of 1200 kilowatts manufacture electrical 
5 
power from this plant. 
Each station has a local circuit which supplies the 
immediate area. The remaining circuits supply various 
transmission systems with electricit • The Central Maine 
6 
Power Company does not export power out of Maine. 
1. Ibid. 
2. Statement by Superintendent Alfred Howard of the York 
Division of Central Maine Power Company, personal interview. 
3. Statement by Electrical Engineer Harold W. Yeaton, 
personal interview. 
4. Statement by Superintendent Alfred Howard of the York 
Division of Central Maine Power Company, personal interview. 
5. Ibid. 
6. Statement by Electrical Engineer Harold W. Yeaton, 
personal interview. 
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7. Transportation Agencies 
Sanford & Eastern Railroad.-- The railroad passing 
through the town of Buxton until July 1949 was under the 
jurisdiction of the Boston & Maine Rai lroad. After the above 
1 
date the Sanford & Eastern Railroad took over the franchise. 
From Sanford freight is hauled as far as Cumberland 
Mills and Westbrook and return freight is delivered on the 
way back. Freight shipped every day except Sunday consists 
of salt for the town highway department, and pulp board, 
2 
resin, and soda ash for the Rogers Fiber Company. 
Trucking companies.-- Material 1.s trucked in and out of 
Buxton to the Rogers Fiber Company by Goodson's Brothers of 
3 
Bar Mills, Goodwin of Portland, and Saco Junk of Saeo. 
8. Summary 
Economic agencies benefiting Buxton.-- Stores, service 
stations, two post offices, one bank, one insurance company, 
and persons in the professions and trades certainly contribute 
something to the town of Buxton. All provide services to the 
residents, as we 11 as taxable property to the town. Although 
some of the stores might charge more than the chain stores in 
nearby cities, most of the townspeople prefer the convenience 
1. Statement by General Freight Agent Irene O'Connell, 
personal interview. 
2. ~· 
3. Statement by Frank Sellick, personal interview. 
1 
of local shopping. 
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The Rogers Fiber employs about 85 people thus being the 
2 
largest single employer in Buxton. Steady employment in 
the mill derinitely contributes to Buxton's prosperity. 
The Central Maine Power plants pr obably employ at least 
15 residents or Buxton while also supplying power to the town. 
This company has a high tax rate which gives the town 
3 
valuable revenue. 
The Saoo River Telephone & Telegraph Company does 
provide telephone service for the town thus contributing to 
the town welfare. However, the service is of questionable 
quality. Gould the New England Telephone & Telegraph 
Company do a more creditable job? Many arguments could be 
advanced in favor of this nationally famous company taking 
4 
over Buxton's telephone franchise. 
Economic agencies not benefiting Buxton as a whole.--
Feeding Acres farm in Groveville, Harmon's dairy farm in 
Buxton Genter, and Davis• and Hague's dairy farms in Grove-
ville, and the part-time rarms of Buxton actually do not 
contribute directly to the welfare of the entire town. 
However, they do directly benefit a rew Buxton residents and 
1. ~UJ2ra, pp. 11, 77-82. 
2. Supra, pp. 11, 12, 83. 
3. Su12ra, pp. 11, 83, 84. 
4. su12ra, pp. 11, 78, 79. 
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l 
indirectly the town as a whole. 
Relation of Buxton's econo~c institution to social 
studies teaching.-- The exclusive monopoly held by the 
Central Maine Power Company and the Saco River Telephone & 
Telegraph Company in Buxton could be useful in a civics Ci>r 
problems of democracy class. This example might be used by 
the teacher to explain the function of a f'ranchise in our 
2 
economic system. 
Knowledge of the operation of third class post of'fices 
in Buxton would make the student real ize the extent of the 
services with which government suppli es the public. This 
type of inf'ormation might be useful i n a civics or a problems 
3 
of democracy class. 
The different number of professions, trades, and 
vocations representative of Buxton might suggest to the 
student the large number of various jobs open to him or her 
in life. Information along this line would be useful in a 
4 
class of civics and occupations. 
The writer believes examples of interdependence in 
Buxton's economic life could be useful in a geography, 
history, or a problems of democracy class. For instance, 
1. Supra, pp. ll, 74-77. 
2. Supra, pp. 12, 78, 79, 83. 
3. Su;Era, pp. 77-78. 
4. Su;Era, pp. 11, 12, 74-85. 
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the Rogers Fiber Company is dependent upon the railroad and 
trucking compa~ies as far as their raw materials and finished 
products are concerned. Eighty-five eople in Buxton are 
dependent upon the Rogers Fiber Company for employment. 
Buxton is dependent upon the casco :Bank & Trust Company for 
its financial needs; upon the Saoo Ri.ver Telephone & Telegraph 
Company for telephone service such as it is; and upon the 
Central Maine Power Company for its electric power. Many 
more examples of interdependence eou.d be cited to prove 
1 
the point in ~estion. 
1. Supra, pp. ll, 12, 74-85. 
CHAPTER VI 
THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION OF BUXTON, MAINE 
1. Introduction 
Society can be educated.-- Human beings have minds which 
can be changed by outside forces, such as the school, church, 
1 
f~ly, and economic and social influences. 
Other forces than the school contribute to the education 
of society, but through regimentation and organization the 
2 
school is better trained to handle the educative function. 
Nature of Buxton's educational 1.nstitution.-- Three 
elementary schools and the Samuel D. Hanson High School 
constitute Buxton's educational system. This system will be 
3 
analyzed very thoroughly in this Chapter. 
The influence of the Future Fa~ers or America, Buxton-
Hollis Service Club, Masons, Girl and Boy Scouts, and similar 
organizations will be discussed to a considerable degree. 
The influence of home conditions, ne,wspapers, movies, and 
television upon personality development will be only 
4 
lightly evaluated. 
1. Supra, p. 12. 
2. Supra, pp. 12-13. 3. Supra, pp. 13-14. 
4. Supra, p. 13. 
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The relationship between Buxton's educational institution 
and the teaching of social studies wi1l complete t h e chapter. 
2. Formal Educational System 
Elementary schools.-- Sa~on Fall s Elementary School in 
September 1953 was a typical rural one -teacher schoolhouse. 
The teacher had eight grades with a t otal enrol~ent of 14 
pupils. These students had to take t heir lunches to school . 
1 
The school bas poor recreational facilities . 
The Bar Mills Elementary School is a wooden structure 
which housed 146 pupils and four teachers in September 1953. 
Each teacher had two grades with an average teaching load of 
2 
36 pupi1s . 
In September 1953, 109 bus students had to bring their 
lunches while the students who walked could eat at home 
depending upon the distance . The school day lasted from 
8:30 A. M. to 2:45 P. M. The recreat ional facilities were 
better than the Salmon Falls School ut could not have been 
3 
called ideal. The toilet facilities were good. 
The new Jack Memorial Grade School opened up in West 
Buxton in September 1952 at a cost of $65,000~ The opening 
of this new building closed four area rural schools. One 
1. Statement by Superintendent of Schools Melville Johnson, 
personal letter. 
2. ~· 
3. ~· 
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hundred and seventy-eight pupils were enrolled in the school 
while 169 of this number were conveyed by bus. Buxton in 
the fall of 1952 added two 58-passenger buses making better 
1 
service of this type available to the school system. 
The children 1n September 1953 started school at 
8:30 A. M. and went home at 3:00 P. M. The school has a 
cafeteria which serves a hot noon meal for the entire school 
year. The recreational facilities consist of a 6-acre 
playground and an inside all-purpose room. The toilet 
2 
facilities are the most modern. 
Five teachers in September 1953 were on the teaching 
staff of the school. Each teacher had to handle about two 
3 
grades, while the teaching load was approximately 36 pupils. 
Samuel D. Hanson High School.-- On September 3, 1888 
the first high school was housed in the upstairs of the 
4 
Buxton Center Grammar School with 57 pupils attending. 
In 1912 the town voted to erect a better equipped 
building. In the year 1913 a lot of 4 acres was purchased 
5 
at the top of the hill and a new building erected. In 1917 
Dr. Zenus Hanson gave $5,000 to the ·town on the condition 
1. Ibid. 
2. ~· 
3. Ibid. 
-
4. Committee on Publication, op. cit., p. 172. 
5. Ibid. 
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that Buxton High School should be named after his brother, 
1 
Samuel D. Hanson. The money was to be used for something 
which would add to the efficiency of the school but could not 
be well supplied by the town. For example, the money could 
not be used for the hiring of teachers. In 1953 the total 
2 
Samuel D. Hanson Fund was $5,401.27. 
The 1913 building burned and a new one was built in 
3 
1931. This building consisted of fiv e roQmS. In 1953 an 
annex to this 1931 building was compl eted. The annex included 
a new gymnasium- auditorium, 97 feet by 54 feet, a cafeteria, 
4 
lockers, and showers. 
The number of pupils registered at the beginning of school 
in September 1953 was 111. Five tea.chers taught subjects in 
5 
the general, college, commercial, and agricultural courses. 
Samuel D. Hanson High School supports both a boys' and 
a girls' basketball squad as well as baseball and track teams. 
Dramatics and chorus are other activities of the school's 
6 
program. 
1. Ibid., pp. 172-173. 
2. Annual Report of theM'Wlicipal Officers ofthe Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year Ending Deeeiilber 31, l95~, op. cit., 
p. 155. 
3. Statement by Superintendent of Schools Me.lville Johnson, 
personal letter. 
4. ~-
5. Statement by Principal James Stonier, personal letter. 
6. ~-
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3. Other Educational Agencies 
Future Farmers of America.-- This organization ~gnt 
have been classified under the formal educational system of 
Buxton since the Future Farmers of America is an extra-
curricular part of the program in sch ools offering vocational 
agriculture. However, the writer has classified the Future 
Farmers of America as outsi de the formal educational system 
because this club's function is s1mllar to other organizations 
l 
which contribute to the education of youth. 
The Future Farmers of America is designed to supplement 
training opportunities for boys who are progressing towards 
the goal of establishment in a farming business. Boys 
enrolled in vocational agriculture constitute its active 
2 
membership which is entirely voluntary. 
The program of the Future Farmers of America is built 
around the idea of developing agricultural leadership, 
cooperation, and citizenshi p. Since the local chapter of 
the club is a part of the ·national group, 'boys are able to 
participate in activities of leadership and competition in 
speaking contests, rural electrification, and many chapter 
achievments. All Future Farmers of' America activities are 
initiated and directed by the boys. Cooperation, group 
i . Statement by Paul Johnson, personal letter. 
2. ~-
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thinking, and purposeful action are displayed in all programs 
of work. In conducting chapter meet ings the boys follow 
1 
accepted parliamentary procedure. 
Buxton-Hollis Service Club.-- The Buxton-Hollis Service 
Club was organized to replace the loca l branch of the Lions 
Club. This action was designed with t he thought that perhaps 
more of the money taken in could be spent in the town, rather 
than paid to a headquarters outside of Buxton as dues and 
2 
the like. 
This club plans to help the educa tion ot Buxton and Hollis 
3 
youth in several ways which are as fol lows: 
1. Promote Little League Baseball 
2. Provide eye examinations and glasses for all 
children whose parents can not afford such care 
3. Sponsor Girl and Boy Scouts· 
4. Pay expenses of a boy scout t o the national jamboree 
5 . Send several girl scouts to stumner camp. 
Girl Scouts.-- Buxton Troop One of the Girl Scouts of 
4 
America in 1952 had a total membershi p of 27 girls. 
The program followed by this troop is based upon the 
National Girl Scout policies for badge work. The leadership 
1. Statement by Dean Jewett, personal letter. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
4. Statement by Mrs. Daphne Mowett, personal letter. 
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or the troop in 1952 and 1953 attempted to teach material 
which the girls did not receive at home or school. For 
example, in 1953 the troop worked on the hostess badge. This 
badge involves a bit of manners, intr oductions, table settings, 
l 
and similar items. 
The troop program is rather var:ted. Crart 'WOrk, :first 
aid, home nursing, and cooking are ~~lly supervised projects. 
Nature study, gardening, rabbit rais :lng, sewing, and dramatic 
appreciation are all projects which t he girls do on their own 
with little or no help. The girls may go to summer camp 
where swimming, outdoor cooking, and other aspects or girl 
2 
scouting are taught. 
The Masons.-- Children o:r Masonic brothers who have died 
or have had misfortune are financial l y helped by this 
organization. Provision for educatie>n is one way in which 
help is given. The Order of De Molay for boys is sponsored 
by the Masons. This youth organizat i on's purpose is the 
3 
training of young boys along social ~Lnd moral lines. 
The Eastern Star.-- The Grand Chapter or Maine, American 
Eastern Star, has a scholarship fund for Eastern Star sons 
and daughters which enables deserving young people to :further 
their education. The Order of Rainbow for girls is similar 
1. Ibid. 
2. Ibid. 
3. Statement by Mrs. George Elwell, personal letter. 
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in function to De Molay for boys. Both the Masons and the 
1 
Eastern Star encourage scholarship among their young people. 
Other organizations.-- The Knights of Pythias, Pythian 
Sisters, American Legion and Auxiliar·y, Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and Auxiliary, Elks, Boy Scouts, and Grange all have 
2 
programs designed in some measure for the education of youth. 
4. Summary 
Outlook for B.uxtcm's formal educational system.-- Two 
things are happening to Bu.xton' s elementary school housing 
situation. The trend is to consolidate, and also the school 
population is increasing. Probably t h e educational plan in 
Buxton will be to provide two elementary school buildings, 
one in West Buxton and the other in Bar Mills. The new JaCk 
Memorial building in West Buxton is only temporarily pre-
venting serious congestion by accommodating more pupils than 
:5 
those for which it was designed. ThE~ seventh and eighth 
grades in Bar Mills have been moved t o the high school 
auditorium-cafeteria annex for the ye,Lr 1954-1955 because of 
4 
overcrowding. 
As indicated above, the erection of one new building 
l. Ibid. 
2. Statement by Mrs. :Melvin Black, per·sonal interview. 
3 • . Annual Report of the Municipal O!'fieers of the Town o!' 
Bwdon, Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1953, op. cit_. _, 
p. 11?. 
4. Statement by Mrs. Melvin Black, personal interview. 
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un£ortunately has not provided the additional classrooms to 
take care of' the pupil increase. Bec.ause of grade level 
divisions within which the pupils are grouped, the number of 
pupils making up several of Buxton's classroom units is too 
. 1 
large for carrying on effective sehoc»l work. 
Despite the present l ack of adequate school facilities 
Buxton is making progress in its ove1~-all elementary program. 
2 
Many new books and teac~ng materials have been supplied. 
Several of Buxton's teachers wi l l benefit by the new 
minimum salary law passed by the 96th Maine Legislature. 
This law became effective in July 1954 and provides for 
minimum teaching salaries based on pr eparation and years of 
experience. Training and experience being equal the law 
provides equal pay for bot h sexes at the elementary and 
secondary levels. The result of app:Lying this law was a 
mandatory increase in salary for five teachers. Of Buxton's 
15 teachers employed, eight are in the lowest salary bracket 
with not more than 2 years of study beyond high school, one 
with 3 years, five with 4 years holdi ng bachelor's degrees, 
3 
and one with 5 years and a master's degree. 
Public education today directs :ttself toward the over-all 
1. Annual Report of the Munic1lal Of f icers of the Town of 
Buxton£ Maine for the Year End ng December 31, 1953, 
op. ci ., p. 117. . 
2. ill.2· 
3 . Ibid. , pp . 117-118. 
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or total development of the child. 'rhe basic tool subjects 
and skills are still considered most important, yet also 
important is the development of good mental and pnysical 
health. A growing need in Buxton is the consideration of 
the increasing teacher class load in the high school. In 
the 1953 town report a schedule of classes indicated that 
Principal Stonier, Mrs. Fickett, and Mrs. Elwell taught the 
basic academic subjects comprising the majority of students 
in the school or an average of about 120 pupils per day per 
1 
teacher. 
Superintendent of Schools Melvi.lle H. Johnson 
2 
in the 
1953 town report recommended a prog:r•am of health and physical 
education under the direction of a specially trained teacher. 
A qualified instructor could conduct a program of healthful 
activities in all grades of the schc•ol system. The new 
g-ymnasium is used only by students who play basketball. A 
program of health and Physical education in the hi~ school 
would per.mit all students to benefit by use of the facilities 
and more fully justify the coat of c~ onstruction and main-
tenance of the building. This phys l cal education instructox-
could teach one or two academic clanses in order that the 
principal could be free at least part of the time to supervise 
and plan the over-all school progru11. 
1. Ibid., p. 119. 
2. ~., pp. 119-120. 
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Outlook· and influence of Buxton's other educational 
agencies.-- The groups mentioned earlier in the chapter no 
doubt will continue to exert influence upon the education 
and welfare of Buxton youth. 
As indicated above, the influence of ha.me conditions, 
newspapers, movies, radio, and television upon the personality 
development of Buxton youth is very difficult to ascertain. 
The writer is able to distinguish thE~ students in his classes 
whose knowledges have been increased by newspapers, home 
conditions, movies, and especially t•~ levision. The writer 
concludes that all youths have increliSed their knowledges 
and may have changed their attitudes through the medium of 
' 1 
television and the other mentioned educational influences. 
Relation of. Buxton's educational institution to social 
studies teaching.-- High school social studies courses able 
to profit by material found in this thesis would most likely 
be problems of democracy, current events, and American history. 
The writer teaohes a course called current history, although 
most high schools do not have separa.te current events courses. 
However, for thesis purposes the wri.ter will assume a current 
events course is a part of the regular high school curriculum. 
Since this chapter deals with t;he present status of the 
educational institution of Buxton, l ittle value could be 
i . Supra, p. 15. 
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derived from the chapter material in an American history 
class. However, one point of American education of interest 
to American history might be the very recent movement of 
consolidation which has brought the end of the one-room 
country schoolhouse. Many city people probably think that 
the one-room schoolhouse disappeared many years ago. As 
shown in this chapter such schools are just bowing out of 
1 
the picture. 
The problem of juvenile delinquency might be a good 
unit to study 1n a current events or problems of democracy 
class. Useful material to show how the problem is being 
combated and held down would be the role played by outside 
2 
educational agencies as defined in this chapter. 
The formal educational system as shown in this chapter 
usually is not studied in a problems of democracy class, but 
American education today is discussed so much that the 
writer believes a unit or a partial unit on education should 
3 
be studied in a problems of democracy class. 
1. Supra, p. 96. 
2. Supra, PP• 14, 15, 89, 93, 95, 96, 99. 
3. Supra, pp. 13, 14, 89, 90, 91, 92, 96, 9?, 98. 
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CHAPTER VII 
THE FAMILY INSTITUTION OF BUXTON, MAINE 
1. Introduction 
The family is a changing social geoup.-- The basic 
function of the family has always been procreation. Until 
the advent of the industrial revolution, the family was a 
self-sufficient economic entity. As the factory system 
produced a stream of goods to the consumer, the family lost 
its self-sufficiency and beeame interdependent with other 
social groups. The size of the family decreased because of 
birth control methods made necessary by higher living costs. 
Married women have sometimes found remunerative employment 
necessary in order to help the family budget. Uncertainty 
of employment has made the family less stable than formerly 
resulting in more divoree, separation# and delinquency. 
However, the majority of families are being held to gather 
1 
by affection, companionship, and emotional security. 
Sources of Buxton's population data.-- The public 
2 
document 1950 Population Census Report P-Bl9 contained 
information regarding urban-rural residence, age, sex, race, 
1. Supra, pp. l5, 16, 17, 19, 20. 
2. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Population Census 
Report P-Bl9 · (Vol. II), Government Printing Office, 
Washington, 1951, 63 PP• · 
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family, nativity, citizenship, country of birth, school 
enrol1ment, years of school completed, marital status, 
residence in 1949, employment status, occupation, industry, 
and class of worker. This type of information was available 
for all incorporated places .of 2, 500 or more. Because of 
budgetary restrictions, statistics on characteristics of the 
population for towns less than 2, 500 were eliminated from the 
published reports in 1950. However, the Bureau of the Census 
tabulated limited data concerning Buxton relative to age, 
race, citizenship, sex, urban-rural residence, farm and 
1 
nonfar.m population, and residence in 1949. 
In the town report of 1953 a condensed inventory of 
taxable property of real estate and personal estate property 
was available for information. This source will provide 
lLmited data for marital status, employment, and family. 
Estimates on education, income, and data not released by the 
Bureau of the Census concerning religion and politics will 
2 
be considered. 
2. Population Data on Urban-Rural Residence, 
Farm and Nonfarm Residents, Age, Race, Sex, 
Citizenship, and Residence in 1949 
1. United States Bureau of the Census, "Population Character-
istics of Buxton Town, York County, Maine" (Department of 
Commerce, Washington, April l, 1950), (Typewritten). 
2. Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Town of 
Buxton Kaine for the Year Bnd . December 3l l953, 
op. c1 ., pp. 8 - 4. 
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1 
Buxton's rural population.-- As indicated above and 2 . 
defined by the United States Bureau of the Census, the 
population of Buxton is rural and not urban. The rural 
population, however, does not live much differently from the 
urban. These rural pe9ple work in the city or town, own their 
radio and television sets, and in general pursue the same 
3 
mode of living as the urban population. 
4 
Farm and nonf'arm population.-- The farm population of 
Buxton includes all persons living on farms without regard to 
occupation. or t~s number 949 were classified as farm of 
5 
which 482 were male and 467 female. 
The nonfarm population of Buxton includes all persons 
6 
who do not live on farms. The 1950 census figures placed 
7 
1,060 residents of Buxton in the nonfarm category. 
1. Supra, pp. 3, 48, 50, 51, 52, 53, 74, ,5, 77, 93. 
· 2. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Porulation Census 
Report P-Bl9 (Vol. II);. Government Printing Of ice, 
WaShington, 1951, pp. 4-5. 
~. Supra, p. 3. 
4. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Porulation Census 
Report P-Bl9 (Vol. II), Government Printing Of ice, 
Washington, 1951, p. 4. 
5. United States Bureau of the Census, "Population Character-
istics of Buxton Town, York County, Maine" (Department of 
Commerce, Washington, April 1, 1950), (Typewritten). 
6. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Population Census 
Report P-Bl9 (Vol. II), Government Printing Office, 
Washington, 1951, p. 5. 
7. United States Bureau of the Census, "Population Character-
istics of Buxton Town, York County, Maine" (Department of 
Commerce, Washington, April l, '1950), (Typewritten). 
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Age, race, sex, citizenship, and residence in 1949.--
Statisties concerning population characteristics of Buxton 
relating to age, race, sex, citizenship, and residence in 
l 
1949 are shown in the following table.: 
Table 3. Population Characteristics of Buxton Relating 
to Age, Race, and Citizenship--Broken Down 
into Male and Female Categories 
Characteristics Male Female 
(1) J?J _@_}_ 
Native white •••••••••••••• 999 950 
Foreign-born white •••••••• 25 30 
Negro ••••••••••••••••••••• 2 l 
Other races ••••••••••• , ••• 2 0 
Under 5 years ••••••••••••• 108 115 
5 to 14 years ••••••••••••• 193 1'72 
15 to 20 years •••••••••• .•• 88 80 
21 to 24: years •••••••••••• 47 5'7 
25 to 34 years •••••••••••• 134 120 
35 to 44 years •••••••••••• 122 124 
"5 to 54 year•········~··· 129 119 
65 to 64 years •••••••••••• 88 67 
65 years and over ••••••••• 119 127 
3. Population Data .on Households and Families 
2 . 
Households.-- The Bureau of the Census classified a 
household as a unit including " •••• the related family members 
1. united States Bureau of the Census, "Population Character-
istics · or Buxton Town, York County, Maine" (Department of 
Commerce, Washington, April 1, 1950), (Typewritten). 
2. united states Bureau of the Census, 1950 Porulation Census 
Retort P-Bl9 (Vol. II), Government Printing Of ice, Washington, 
19 1, p. 9. 
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and also the unrelated persons, if any, such as lodgers, 
foster children, wards, or employees who share the dwelling 
unit." 
A person living alone, or .unrelated persons sharing a 
dwelling unit as partners are also considered to be house-
1 2 
holds. In 1950 Buxton's households numbered 564. 
Families.-- A family, as defined in the 1950 census, 
tt •••• is a group of two or more persons related by adoption, 
3 
blood, or marriage and living together." 
A household head's family might include a married couple 
who are living in w1 th him. The couple would not be counted 
as a separate family. However, a lodger and his wife who are 
not related to the household head are considered as a separate 
family. Thus, a household might contain more than one family. 
On the other band, a household head living alone or w1 th non-
relatives only is not regarded as a family. Therefore, some 
households do not contain a family. Hence, a discrepancy 
exists between the number of hou·seholds and families in 
4 
Buxton. A rough estimate obtained from the 1953 town report 
1. Ibid. 
2. United States Bureau of the Census, "Population Character-
istics of Buxton Town, York County, Maine" (Department o:f 
Commerce, Washington, April 1, 1950) (Typewritten). 
3. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Po¥ulation Census 
Re~ort P-Bl9 (Vol. II), Government Printing of' ice, Washliigton, 
19 1, p. 9. 
4. Ibid. 
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1 
placed the number of families in Buxton in that year as 498. 
Rented and family-owned homes.-- An estimate based upon 
the 1953 town report indicates that 60 to 80 per cent of the 
2 
families in Buxton own their homes. 
Births, marriages, and deaths.-- The town reports of 
3 4 
1952 and 1953 were consulted in regard to these statistics. 
.Although this evidence is not conclusive, the figures of both 
years were so nearly duplicative that the writer felt them 
to be representative of the average ,.early statistics of 
Buxton's births, marriages, and deaths. The average number 
of births, marriages, and deaths for the two-year period were 
respectively 40, 34, and 20. Thus, these numbers represent 
the annual vital statistics of Buxton for this type of: data. 
4. Population Data on Religion, Politics 
Education, Income, and Employment 
Religion.-- The people of Buxton are predominantly 
Protestant. Protestant families of Bar Mills and West Buxton 
1. Annual Report . of the Municilal . Officers of the Town of 
BuXton, Maine !'or the Year End ng December 31, 1953, op. cit., 
pp. 84-164. 
2. Ibid. 
3 • .Annual Report of the Municipal Officers of the Tow.n of 
Buxtont Maine for the Year Ending December 31, 1952, 
op. ei ., p. 80. 
4. A.nnual. Report o:r the :Municilal Offi.cers of the Town of 
Buxton! Maine for the Year End ng December 3l, 1953, 
op. e! ., p. SO. 
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are very church-minded. The other areas of Protestantism 
1 
in Buxton are less faithful to church. 
Most of the Catholic families have moved into Buxton 
within the last decade or two. These families usually go to 
Westbrook to church, but also can go to Gorham, Saco, and 
2 
Portland. 
As indicated above, any Jewish f'amilies residing in 
3 
Buxton must attend services in Portland. 
Politics.-- Buxton 1 s local political scene involves the 
local Republican and Democratic parties. Each group .has its 
party caucus and puts up its slate of candidates. Although 
the Democratic party in 1955 took ,man.y local offices, the 
voters of Buxton, as shown from results of previous elections, 
4 
are primarily Republican. 
Education.-.. Statistics on the enrollment of students 
were not available for Buxton in the 1950 census. Ass~ng 
Buxton's figures were si~lar to the state•s, data could 
5 
be tabulated as follows: 
1. ~uJ2ra , pp. 37-53. 
2. SuJ2ra, pp. a, 19, 51. 
3. Su,Era, pp. a, 19, 52. 
4. Statement by Mrs. Melvin Black, personal interview. 
5. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Population Census 
Report P-Bl9 (Vol. II), Government Printing Office, 
Washington, 1951, p. 27. 
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Table 4. School Enrol~ent by Age, ~or the Stat&: 1950 
.A.ge Percentage Enrolled in School 
(:L} 
5 to 19 years exclusive 
of kindergarten •••••••• 
5 and 6 years exclusive 
ot kindergarten •••••••• 
7 to 13 years •••••••••• 
14 and 15 years •••••• •-• 
16 and 17 years •••••••• 
18 and 19 years •••••••• 
20 to 24 years ••••••••• 
T2J 
76.3 
37.8 
96.4 
93.5 
72.3 
33.9 
11.1 
If Buxton's population data concerning the years or 
school completed by persons 25 years of age or over is about 
the same as the state's, then these following tabulations 
l 
would be typical or Buxton's population: 
Table 5. Years of School Completed by Persons 25 .Years of 
Age or Older, ror the State: 1950 
Years of School Completed 
- (~) 
None••••••••••••••••••••••••• l to 4 years elementary •••••• 
, 5 and 6 years elementary ••••• 
7 years elementary ••••••••••• 
8 years elementary ••••••••••• 
1 to 3 years high school ••••• 
4 years high school •••••••••• 
1 to 3 years college ••••••• ~. 
4 years college •••••••••••• ~. 
Not reported ••••••••••••••••• 
l. ~· 
Percentage of Persons 
1.6 
5.1 
6.7 
5.9 
22.1 
19.9 
25.5 
6.7 
4.8 
1.3 
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The writer obtained the percentages of persons in Table 
4 by dividing the numbers given under each category by the 
total state population of persons 25 years of age or older. 
A check on the addition of the percentages will show a 
discrepancy of approximately 5 per cent. The reason for the 
lack of a 100 per cent total probably was due to the 20 per 
l 
cent sampling of the population used for these statistics 
in the 1950 census. Information not shown in the table 
rel~ting to the median school years completed by the total 
state population of persons 25 years of age or older was 
2 
10.2 years. 
Income.-- The median f~ily income in 1949 of 23,770 
3 
families in York County was $2,822. The figures for income 
were based not on records but on memory, usually that of a 
housewife. The memory factor in data derived from field 
surveys of income probably produces underestimates, because 
4 
the tendency is to forget minor or irregular sources of income. 
5 
By using the York County figure as an estimate of 
Buxton's average family income for 1950, a few comments on 
this subject can be made. First, this amount, although 
probably underestimated, does not appear adequate enough to 
raise an average family during this period of inflation. On 
1. Ibid .. , p. 15 .. 
2. Ibid., p. 2'7 . 
4. ~., p. 14. 5. ~· 
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the other hand~ that median figure might go further in Maine 
than in other states because of cheaper living costs. Real 
estate, rents, and a slower mode of living might indirectly 
add more money to the average family income figure. Further-
more, the rise in the figure of the average income since 1950 
plus the fact that the cost of living has not risen very much 
since 1950 would increase the actual family income. 
Employment.-- Table 6 below contains the best estimate 
1 
of Buxton's employment picture which the writer could gather. 
Table 6. Employment Classifications of Buxton Residents 
Working in Town and out or Town in 1953 
Employ.mant Classifications 
(1) 
Rogers Fiber •••••••••••••••• 
Central Maine Power ••••••••• 
Saco River Telephone & 
Telegraph ••••••••••••••••••• 
York Mutual Insurance 
Company of Maine •••••••••••• 
Saco-Lowell ••••••••••••••••• 
s. D. Warren Paper Company •• 
Guy Dixon Oil Company ••••••• 
Portsmouth Navy Yard •••••••• 
Gorham. State Teachers 
College ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Thornton Academy •••••••••••• 
Elementary school .•••••••••• 
High school ••••••••••••••••• 
SQhool administration ••••••• 
School hot lunch •••••••••••• 
WorkiniZ 
In Town Out ot Town 
(2} 
95 
26 
14 
11 
12 
7 
2 
5 
(3) 
19 
9 
4 
1 
l 
l 
(concluded on next page) 
1. Supra, PP• 74-101. 
Table 6. (concluded) 
Employment Classifications 
'{l} 
Ret.a:il grocery ••••••••••••••• 
Riding school •••••••••••••••• 
Full-t~e f'ar.mers •• • ••••••••• 
Part-time farmers •••••••••••• 
Full-ttme post of'fice 
employees •••••••••••••••••••• 
Part-time post office 
emplo7ees •••••••••••••••••••• 
Mechanics and service 
station personnel •••••••••••• 
Bank personnel ••••••••••••••• 
Insurance brokers •••••••••••• 
Barbers •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Carpenters ••••••••••••••••••• 
Painters and decorators •••••• 
I.a.w,.ers •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Artesian well diggers •••••••• 
Novelty shop owners •••••••••• 
Laborers ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ministers •••••• .•••••••••••••• 
I.oggers . •••• a • ••••••••••••••• 
Plumbers ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Osteopaths ••••••••••••••••••• 
Medical doctors •••••••••••••• 
County sheriffs •••••••••••••• 
Nurses ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Career servicemen •••••••••••• 
Salesmen••••••••••••••••••••• 
Horse trainers •••••••••• · ••••• 
Employed in Portland ••••••••• 
Total •••••••••• 
i · 
5. Summar,. 
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Working 
In Town Out of' Town 
(2) {3) 
8 
2 
a 
~4 
5 
3 
10 l 
2 
2 
2 
4 
3 l 
2 
1 
l 
51 
2 
11 
2 
1 
1 
1 
2 
2 
1 
l 
12 
347 56 
Availability and accuracy of chapter data.-- Fig~es 
from the 1950 census regarding Buxton were scarce because of 
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budgetary economies. Other sources, from which estimates 
1 
were made, had to be consulted. 
Complete accurate information of Buxton's family 
institution was ~possible to obtain. The Bureau of the 
Census even admits its statistics erred in regards to some 
aspects of the 1950 census reports. Therefore, even though 
the information is available, no guarantee of complete 
2 
accuracy can be cla~ede Using statistics of different 
years would also tend to make the material less accurate. 
The writer examined county and state figures obtained 
fram the 1950 census report. Since many areas of Buxton•s 
family life were unavailable to the scrutiny of the writer, 
assumptions concerning Buxton's data had to be made. 
General characteristics of Buxton's family institution.--
The population of Buxton in 1950 was almost evenly split 
into rural farm. and nonfarm groups. The latter group was 
3 
the larger of the two. 
Buxton's population is overwhelmingly native-white 
citizens. Of a total population of 2,009 in 1950, 1,949 
persons were native-white stock. The remaining persons 
1. Supra, Pe l02. 
2. United States Bureau of the Census, 1950 Poiulation Census 
Report P-Bl9 (Vol. II), Government Printing Of lee, 
Washington, 1951, pp. 4-16. 
3. Supra, p. 103. 
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consisted o£ 55 foreign-born whites and 5 persons o£ other 
1 
races. 
The 1950 census figures showed that the male element of 
all ages in Buxton outnumbered the female group by 47. 
Probably more males still live in Buxton in 1955 since the 
birth rate, death rate, and people moving away would not be 
2 
enough to substantially alter the situation. 
The 1955 figures would not vary greatly £rom the previous 
years• statistics o£ 498 families and 564 households. Over 
50 per cent of Buxton's £ami lies own their homes. This home 
ownership trend 1n Buxton is directly contradictory to the 
generalized description o£ the family institution 1n chapter 
one whiCh was omitted earlier from the comparison o£ the 
3 
generalized description and Buxton's actual r~ily institution. 
Esttmates of yearly statistics of marriages, deaths, 
4 
and births were made. In 1953, 14 retired people, 12 widows, 
6 baChelors, 9 spinsters, and 6 transient families were 
5 
included in Buxton's population. 
A comparison of Tables 4 and 5 would seem to indicate 
that people are staying in school longer than a decade or 
1. Supra, p. 164. 
2. ~-
4. Supra, p. 106. 
3. Supra, pp. 15, 16, 17, 105. 
5. Annual Report of the Municipal 
Officers of tbe Town of Buxton, 
Maine for the Year Ending December 
31, 1953, op. cit., pp. a4-1o4. 
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1 
generation ago., The size of Buxton 1I1gb. Sc.AC!Ol's graduation 
classes has been increasing, thereby further proving that 
more people than formerly are staying in school longer in 
2 
Buxton. 
Buxton's families are not on the move as was stated as 
true of the modern family in the generalized description of 
the family 1nsti·tution. The predominance of home ownership 
and town employment among the people of Buxton is a sign of 
' 3 
contentment of Buxton's population with its lot. 
Although average family incomes tend to be low in 
Buxton in comparison with metropolitan incomes, few married 
•omen have to work in order to help the family budget. Real 
estate and land values are not very high in Buxton; therefore 
people in Buxton oan live cheaper than people who live in 
5 
higher real estate areas. 
The religious affiliation of Buxton families is mostly 
Protestant, and 1;;he political affiliation is mostly 
6 
Republican. 
1. Supra, pp. 20, 107, 108. 
2. Statement by Principal James Stonier, personal letter. 
3. Supra, pp. 105, 106, 113. 
4. Supra, pp. 17, 109, 110. 
5. Annual Report of the Mum.~l Officers of the Town of 
Buxton, Maine for the Year End g December 3l, 1953, 
op. cit., pp. e4-1o4. 
6. Supra, PP• 7, B, 19, 47 1 lOS. 
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Table 3 ind:i.cates that Buxton, taken as a whole, has 
about the same nt~ber o£ people in all age groups. The people 
in the 21-24 yea~~ group were the smallest. However, this 
age group covers a 3-year span while the others have a longer 
spread. Consequently, the 21-24 :rears age bracket is 
proportionally n c• smaller than the other groups with the 
1 
exception or BllLXton Genter, Groveville, and Chicopee. 
Relation of Buxton's family. institution to social 
studies teaching . -- Some social studies teaching is concerned 
with material con~eoted with population characteristics. 
Immigration is st,udi ed in American history and problems or 
democracy. ·world, geography is now taught with the aim or 
clearly illuminat ing the functional interdependence of all 
places and peoples of the world. Therefore, some of the data 
concerning Buxtoo.' a family institution could be utilized by 
secondary school social studies teachers. 
Buxton is almost evenly divided between rural nonfarm 
2 
and rural farm inhabitants. Consequently, Buxton could not 
be defined strict ly as a farm community. Buxton consists of 
3 
nine villages of ·which only two are populated to any degree. 
These two village s of West Buxton and Bar Mills have stores, 
1. Supra, pp. 89, 44, 45, 104. 
2. Supra, pp. 103 , 112. 
3. Supra, pp. 21-22, 74-88. 
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offices, and ind.ttstry. Therefore, the town of Buxton might 
be described as 'being composed politically of nine villages 
and economically of two. Despite the rural traits of Buxton, 
many characterist;ics of the population resemble the city more 
1 
than communities which are wholly agricultural. The 
conclusion drawn from this paragraph is that rural as well 
as urban communities are by no means alike. How can this 
conclusion be used in social studies teaching? This recent 
trend of less distinction between city and country and the 
subsequent problems raised would apply certainly to American 
history, world geography, problems of democracy, and civics 
and occupations. The application to American history is 
clear enough. ~he economic and political problema of the 
joining of city and country would apply to the other courses. 
!s indicated above, nine out of ten of the nation's early 
settlers were far.mers. Persons might have married for economic 
reasons then sinc·e large families were essential as a labor 
force around the :farm. The combination of the coming of the 
factory system and knowledge of birth control methods 
decreased. the siz,s of individual families. Buxton's average 
family in 1950 was 4.03 members. American history and possibly 
problems of democracy courses could profit fro.m this type of 
2 
material. 
1. William F. Ogburn and Meyer F·. Nimkoft, Sociology, 
Houghton Miff'lin <Iompany, Boston, 1940, p. 522. 
2. Supra, pp. 16,, 17, 20, 33, 34, 101. 
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State child labor laws of the progressive movement 
during the early 1900's can be directly traced as one of the 
causes for the ever-increasing years of school completed by 
l 
the American people. Modern technology has also expanded 
the need for more education. Indications of this fact are 
shown in the hesitancy of employers to hire persons under 18 
years of age, and the desire of the armed forces for high 
school graduates and college students. Since Buxton's 
population is staying in school longer, social studies 
teachers could apply this thesis data both as subject matter 
and 1n teaching students occupational facts that they will 
2 
face in modern life. 
The vast majority of Buxton citizens are native-born 
3 
whites, Republican. and Protestant. Foreign-born whites 
generally settle in the cities, their political affiliation 
is Democratic, and their religious preference tends to be 
4 
other than Protestant. This method of presenting these 
facts is not done in most problems of democracy and American 
history textbooks. Therefore, this manner of presentation 
might be of some help to the bard-pressed teacher of the 
1. Wi111am F. Ogburn and Meyer F. Nimkoft', op. eit., p. 865. 
2. Supra, pp. 108, 113, 114. 
3. Supra, pp. 104, 112, 113. 
4. Henry w. Bragdon and Samuel P. McCutchen, History of a 
Free People, The MacMillan Company, New York, 1954, 
pp. 172, 302. 
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above-mentioned courses. 
About 1940 the average town had l apartment house in 
40 or 50 dwelling houses, and about 1 in every 10 families 
lived in an apartment. Buxton's housing situation is 
similar today. This home ownership trend and the resulting 
tendency of the majorit7 of small town people to stay 
settled, as in the case of Buxton, could be studied 1n a 
1 
problems of democracy or current problems class. 
Information concerning rural and ci~ incomes, land 
values, and the general topic of. inflation upon city and 
rural populations is definitely material to be studied in 
2 
a problems of democracy class or current problems course. 
1. Supra, pp. lOS, 113. 
2. Supra, pp. 109, 110, 114. 
CHAPTER VIII 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
1. Thesis Contents 
The problem, terms, and major social institutions.--
The thesis problam was stated in Chapter I. This was to 
involve the study or the interaction of Buxton's social 
institutions. The study of Buxton's social institutions 
was to reveal universal ~stitutional trends, and in turn 
these trends would be valuable to social studies teaching. 
Chapter I defined terms which would be used throughout 
the thesis. The five major social institutions were described 
generally, and Buxton's major social institutions were 
compared briefly with the general discussion of social 
institutions. 
Buxton's geography and history.-- Buxton's location in 
York County, and the villages within the town, were described 
in Chapter II. 
The history of Buxton from the earliest settlement to 
the 20th century was noted in Chapter II. Certain features 
of Buxton • s hi story wer·e · shown to be related to the teaching 
of American history in the secondary schools. 
Buxton's Protestant churches, other faiths, and general 
comments.-- Seven Protestant rural churches of Buxton were 
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thoroughly studied in Chapter III. The histories or the 
various ehurehes were traced, and the present organizations 
or each church were analyzed. 
Chapter III revealed the ract that non-Protestants went 
out of town for services. Buxton, as is true of most rural 
areas, tries to support three denomdnational churches whereas 
it would be more economical to maintain rewer churches. The 
writer suggested two federated churches, based upon geographic 
location, as a remedy for poor church attendance, an absentee 
ministry, and low ministerial salaries. However, a beginning 
has been made towards church federation in Buxton as was 
indicated in the chapter. Four examples of material userul for 
social studies teaching, particularly in problems of democracy 
and American history classes, were cited rram the chapter data. 
Buxton's town government.-- The major and minor town 
officials of Buxton were mentioned in ChapteriV. The 
functions of Buxton's town meeting and the major orficals 
were thoroughly reviewede Forty-two services at a cost of 
$90,000, excluding education, were Buxton's 1953 town 
expenditures. Civics and problems of democracy classes 
might make use of the inroma ti on · regarding 1953 town services 
as outlined in Chapter IV. 
Buxton's economy.-- Chapter V points out to the reader 
that the Rogers Fiber Company is the main industry around 
which Buxton is built. The subsidiary service industries in 
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town are the Central Maine Power plants, the Saco River 
Telephone & Telegraph Company, Goodson's Brothers, and the 
various trades and professions. The farmers in town sell to 
outside wholesalers. Consequently, the farmers of Buxton 
indirectly service Buxton and other towns through their 
wholesalers. The Sanford & Eastern :Railroad and two outside 
trucking companies; namely, Goodwin of Portland and Saeo 
Junk Company of Saco, provide transportation facilities for 
Buxton economy. 
The foregoing shows Buxton to be a rural, industrial, 
small town. Four conclusions drawn from the chapter were 
discussed in relation to teaching civies, problems of 
democracy, geography, and American history. 
Buxton's formal school system and other educational 
agencies.-- A survey of the present school system was described 
in Chapter VI. From this survey two conclusions were drawn, 
namely; through consolidation the old rural schoolhouse is 
disappearing in Buxton, and Buxton's population is increasing 
rapidly, making the need for new and larger schools imperative. 
An American history or problsms of democracy class might 
utilize the above data inasmuch as it is a universal problem. 
Organizations or Buxton which were defined as educational 
agencies have taught the youth of Buxton additional skills, 
aided their welfare, and in some eases have given financial 
help in furthering education. Although it is hard to 
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determine exactly, these organizations probably have helped 
to reduce juvenile delinquency. 
Buxton's population.-- The majority of the citizens of 
Buxton are native whites. Buxton's citizens for the most 
part work in the town, and over one-half of these people 
own their homes. Certain aspects of Buxton's population 
data were shown to be related to social studies teaching 
in Chapter VII. 
2. Interrelationship of Buxton's Social Institutions 
Interconnection of institutional functions among Buxton's 
educational, political, and family institutions.-- Although 
the public school system of Buxton assumes the major role of 
education of Buxton youth, associations outside the formal 
school system, as described in Chapter VI, and the family also 
educate the child. The family has to teach the child until 
he becomes old enough to go to school. The public school 
system of Buxton is supported by tax money of Buxton families. 
The family and the public school share in meeting the 
recreational needs of Buxton youth. Pre-school children play 
under the supervision of their parents. Recreation is 
provided by the public school system and the other educational 
agencies in the for.m of athletics, social gatherings, and 
dramatics. 
The government of Buxton provides services benefiting 
all the families in the town. The most beneficial to the 
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families probably are the protection of persons and property, 
health supervision, public works, and education. 
Interdependence of Buxton's religious and family 
institutions.-- The Church still is the basic place for 
religious worship. However, the family home may be the place 
where the small child is taught to pray, the bible studied, 
and grace said at meal time. 
Buxton ministers marry persons to start new families. 
In t~es of bereavement the ministry conducts the funeral 
services and acts as a source of consolement to the relatives. 
Although the rural church has lost some of its function 
as a place for social stimulation for the families it serves, 
nevertheless some organizations of Buxton's churches sponsor 
plays and suppers which tend to make for wholesome comradeship 
and sociability. 
Relationship of Buxton's economic, religious, and family 
institutions.-- Since the greatest majority of people work 
in town, the prosperity of the town definitely would affect 
the families and churches. Layoffs mean that families would 
move out of Buxton, and the church memberships and contributions 
would definitely decline. 
Interdependence of Buxton's political, economic, and 
educational institutions.-- The public school, a service of 
government, serves Buxton in two ways. First, commercial 
high school graduates provide the office help for any jobs 
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available along this line in Buxton.. The general students 
and other course students who do not further their education 
provide better potential citizens and workers for Buxton's 
economic groups. Secondly, if unemployment strikes any of 
Buxton's ~conomic groups, the high school will keep the youth 
of Buxton off the streets at least until they graduate. 
Buxton's town government receives a good share of its 
revenue from the different economic groups of Buxton. In 
turn Buxton's economic groups receive services such as sewage, 
public roads, land, power indirectly through the Central Maine 
franchise, labor force under government's jurisdiction, and 
reasonable tax rates. 
3. Thesis Problem Fulfillment 
Thesis data.-- Over a period of 2} years, the writer 
bas been assembling this thesis. In the process, interviews 
and personal letters might not have been used by the writer 
until 6 to 18 months later. The 1952 and 1953 town reports 
were consulted. The 1953 report was referred to the greatest 
part of the time. The 1954 town report was not available 
when the writer had use for it. 
The use of the 1953 report was an indication of data 
which would not change much in 2 years. Fluctuations occur 
even within a 1-year period in the form of people moving 
away and deaths. These changes produce other statistical 
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fluctuations in other categories besides the above 
classifications. In short, these minor variations in 
statistical data within the period of composing this thesis 
present as accurate a picture of interaction of Buxton's 
five major social institutions as is necessary. 
Solving the thesis problem.~- As indicated above, the 
problem of this thesis was to relate the findings of Buxton's 
sooial institutional interaction and relate these findings 
to social studies teaching. 
Throughout the thesis the writer pointed out the 
structure and functions of Buxton's five social institutions. 
These functions were related to social studies teaching in 
a section of eaeh chapter dealing with a particular social 
institution. 
The conclusion of this analysis is that all of Buxton's 
social institutional functions can be expanded further to 
the state, national, and internati0nal level of government. 
In modern times many functions have shifted away from the 
family, church, and the local community to the state and 
industry. Therefore, this thesis has its application to 
social studies teaching on any level of government. 
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